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“ The great debate,” as it is called, in the senate, 
one: Post's resstiatlion about the public lands, reminds 
us of Mr. Randolph’s speeches—having refervnce,to al- 
most every thing, the subject under discussion excepted. 
But, great talents have been exhibite@# We have eom- 
menced with Mr. Hayne’s first speech, which shall be 
followed by Mr. Webster’s—then present Mr. H’s in re- 
ply and Mr. W’s in rejoinder, we think it is termed, We 
should like also to give Mr. Benton’s, with a short Speech 
of Mr. Holmes—which has all the poiut and excellency 
of those which first rendered him a conspicuous public 
character. The nature of our engagements compels us to 
proceed slowly with such things; but we hope that these 
speeches, being rapidly read, as published in the daily 
papers, may deserve a second, and deliberate, reading in 
the Register. 





It will be seen that a bill to regulate auctions has 
been reported to the house of representatives, from the 
committee of ways and means. 

CPT itor of the *Enquirer,” published at 
The editor of the *‘Enquirer,” put 
eo, Monmouth county, New Jersey, is assured 
that the ‘Register’ is, every Saturday, placed in the 
post-office in this city in time for that day’s eastern mail, 
and we have no doubt as to its being as regularly for- 
warded. It should then reach Trenton at, or about, 
Sunday noon; and, as a mail leaves ‘Trenton on Monday 
for Freehold, the reason why the Register is received at 
that place on Thursday, we think, should be enquired in- 
to. The delay shews some great Cereliction of public 

duty, somewhere. 


THE SEASON. The thermometer, on tie 9th inst. at 
day-break, stood as low as 5°-—the Patapsco was covered 
with ice to its mouth, and so was the bay, as far as the eye 
can reach, says the American. The ice has since partly 
given way—in consequence of high winds. 





Tae Tarirr. The vote on Monday last is not con- 
clusive—but it strongly indicates that a decided majority 
of the house of representatives is indisposed to any gen- 


eral revision, or modification, of the tariff laws at the pre- : 


sent session; and substantially adopts the principles set 
forth by the committee on manutactures, presented 
sometime since by their chairman, Mr. .Mallary—for it 
will be seen that the bill reported by Mr. McDuffie, 
from the committee of ways and means, has been laid on 
the table, or, in polite terms, rejected, without argu- 
ment on its merits. The vote was 107 to 79—majority 
twenty-eight; a very large one, when the state of the bill, 
and the importance of its subject, are together consider- 
ed. There were 27 members absent—but, had the 
house been full, we think that the majority would have 
amounted at least to forty! The two members from 
the Baltimore district were absent; it is believed that 
both would have been in the majority, if present on the 
vote. 

A close examination of the yeas and nays, so far as the 
lists contain names of old members of congress, (with a 
few exceptions), shew us that they regarded this proceed- 
gas a question on the PROTECTING PRINCIPLE, separat- 
ed from all other considerations—whether of circum- 
stance or time; but among the nays are some zew mem- 
bers whose courtesy, perhaps, overcome, or suspended, 
their established opinions, as to an ulterior result. We 
suppose that this proceeding has sealed the fate of the 
bill in the senate—which, however important it seemed, 
excited but little, ifany, public interest; no one, so far as 
we are informed, on either side to the great question, at 
all supposing that that bill would ever become a law. 
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of the United States. It may be said, we think without 
hesitation, that every gentleman voting in the affirmative, 
so voted for the sake of the protecting principle—but 
it is certain that some in the negative are decided friends 
of that principle, and were influenced, on this oceasion, 
by special considerations. Were the broad question, as 
to the constitutionality, or expediency, of protecting the 
domestic industry offered, we calculate on a majority of 
about fifty, every member of the house being present— 
Say 152 to 81: and if the members represented the peo- 
ple only—the majority would really appear considera- 
bly more than ¢woto one. If such majority be not suffi- 
cient to settle conflicting opinions, what will the minori- 
ty require? 

We rejoice that this important concern stands disen- 
thralled trom party political excitements, again—that the 
old friends of domestic industry have rallied round their 
old principles, and with renewed energy and zeal, to 
raise up and support a ‘‘virtuous populace,” a nation of 
educated and intelligent freemen, perfectly understand- 
ing their rights, and perfectly able to defend them. 
We are passing back to measures—men have had their 
day; and, on all measures desigued to protect the labor 
of the people, or render it more profitable by facilitating 
the transportation of its products to market, it is reo 
solved that there shall be no non-committed politicians. 
This point will be insisted on by all Aonest men of either 
party—for there are honest men and true patriots on 
both sides, though one or the other is mi taken. The case 
is as plain as A. B.C. It is right or it is wrong, constitu- 
tionally, or expediently, to defend the national indus- 
try, im its struggles «gainst fureiza regulations—it 1s 
right or it is wrong, in principle, to assist inthe makiag 
ot roads and canals, to build breakwaters and clean out 
the beds of rivers—and are you for us or against us? is the 
blunt question that the people will put to all seekin 
their votes. And unequivocal answers will be demand- 
ed—to this manly and fair question. The subject is ten 
times more important, than any that can arige as to the 
person ot our president. It is of vital interest to every 
man who ladors with his own hands, whether in the forest, 
field or workshop, whether employed in the transporta- 
tion of commodities over distant seas, or fishing for 
whales at the antipodes. The navy is ready to extend 
tts powerfal arm in support and protection of the latter 
—sv shouid the law support and protect ali the produc- 
tive classes of citizens. And if the law shall not do that 
—the fault must be in the divisions of such citizens among 
themselves. It has been boasted, thatone party to these 
great questions moved like a phalanx,—but that the force 
of the other was weakened by differences of opinion; and 
itis so—but still, the later has again proved itself strong 
enough to defeat its half-and-half friends or more man- 
ly opponents; and we hope that, now, the protecting 
principle will be considered as the settled policy of the 
United States, 

If persevered in afew years, we shall be as able and 
willing to **relieve trade of its shackles” as Mr. Huskis- 
son ever pretended to be: but at present, the famous reply 
of M. de St. Cricq, late French minister of commeree 
to Mr. H’s propositions, is just as applicable to the state 
cf our own country as it was to that of France. 

‘*Phe system you propose, said M. de St. Cricq, is ex- 
cellent for you, and detestable for us, for precisely the 
same reason: that is, because we both wish to extend and 
foster our domestic industry. The operation of it would 
be to ruin our fabrics, and to build up yours.—It is a na- 
tural, if not a modest request in you, to urge us in this 
way to sacrifice our resources for your benefit; but it we 
ure not surprised at your making the proposal, you will 





probably not take it iI] that we decline it. When our ma- 
nufactures are so well established and flourishing as to de- 
fy competition, and command the markets of the world, 
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procity.—Till then, permit usto adhere to our present 
policy.” 

It might have been added, that as it was the protection 
of the national industry which had enabled England to 
talk about free trade—that France would follow the lead- 
ings of the other, that she might talk about it also—when 
also ready: but that while Britain taxed even foreign 


bread stuffs, it was nipicuLous to speak about “free 
trade.” 





Awrvut! The Georgia ‘‘Constitutionalist,” as we see 
it quoted in the ‘Statesman’ of the 30th ult. says— 
£* The south cannot be reconciled to the tariff until she is 
made te bow the neck to a military force—until her ty- 
rants make a solitude, and cuallit peace!”? Three fourths 
of the free peo le of the United States ‘tyrants!’ ‘That’s 
a one! ‘Take away the slave-votes, and how would 
the general question stand? Wedo not wish that—but 
it is impossible, when such language is used, not to re- 
collect, that about 23 or 24 of the members of congress 
represent working-machines in the shape of men. Why 
may the other side not claim such power for spinning- 
jennies and power-looms? 





New York auctions. One hundred and sixty-five 
dealers in the city of New York have pledged themselves 
that, for one year from the Ist inst. they will not pur- 
chase at any sale by auction where endorsed notes are re- 
quired; ‘‘as they cannot see any just cause why sales at 
auction should not be placed on an cquality with those 
made by private contract.”” If the number and weight of 
the subscribers be sufficent to give effect to this agree- 
ment, it will save hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
honest dealers, from the grasp of dishonest ones. The 
man who, (no matter at whose expense), paid his auc- 
tion-notes and took the ‘‘benefit of the law,” could spee- 
dily begin business a-new, with renewed means, obtained 
through the auctions—and so they ‘‘kept the mill a-go- 
ing.” 

Smoller very respectable list of names is attached to a 
pledge, not to have dealings with auctioneers, who shall, 
ata package sale, exhibit dry goods in lots or parcels of 
less value than 150 dollars, except in original packages; 
or who offers for sale duplicate packages not declared in 
the catalogue, or refuses to sell a sample lot that hus 
been exhibited, &c. This pledge has been made for six 
months. It may prevent a great deal of management. 

The same persons have also declared that biddings on 
goods on behalf of the owner are “dishonorable,” and will 
be discouraged. 


There is a third long list of signers to an agreement 
that they will not attend, or be concerned in any pur- 
chases made at auctiun, after the hour of two o’clock, 
P. M. 


These things, if faithfully carried into effect, will send 


Domestic 1npustrY. It is stated that 130,000 dol- 
lars worth of gloves and mittens are annually made at 
Johnstown, Montgomery county, N. Y¥. We know not 
the population of this town; but incline to the belief that 
the same number of persons employed in the cultivation 
of cotton, do not produce any thing like so great a sur- 
plus value. We take it, that the chief part of this 
$130,000 is as much a clear gain to the people, through 
the profitable employment of their time, as if so much 
raoney was found, ready coined, in the ‘*bowels of the 
land. ”? 

A etoniovs acr. From the state of Mississippi we 
learn that an act had passed both branches of the legisla- 
ture of that state, extending to the Indians residing with- 
in the limits of that state, allthe privileges and immun> 
ties whatever of citizens of that state—thus incorporating 
them with the white population. The bill wanted only 
the signature of the governor to become a law. 

This act, we must think, will effect all that can be rea- 
sonably expected in behalf of the Indians, and without 
violence. If willing to give up the hunter-state and be- 
come citizens, we shall rejoice at it; bat, if unyielding to 
circumstances, they shall adhere to their ancient habits, 
they will volontertiy retire to vacant lands assigned them 
beyond the Mississ!ppi. 





Ratr-noap 1s New Jersey. The New York Mer- 
cantile Advertiser of Saturday last, says: —“ We learn that 
the bill to authorise the construction of the Delaware and 
Raritan canal, and Camden, and South Amboy rail road, 
finally passed the several branches of the New Jersey 
legislature on ‘Thursday, and have become laws. We 
understand that the funds are all ready for the construction 
of the rail road, From the activity and science of Mr, 
R. Stevens, who we learn is largely interested, we are 
warranted in the belief, that a very short time will elapse, 
before we may, if we please, reach Philadelphia in three 
or four hours, as easily as we have hitherto gone in the 
North America steam boat in about ten hours to Alba- 
ny.”’ 





Ouro cANALS. ‘The commissioners of canals in Ohio 
have made a report by which it appears that £90 miles, 
from the lake at Cleaveland, have been nearly completed 
—82 miles have already been navigated. The residue of 
the line, 119 miles, together with a feeder of 11 miles, is 
under contract to be finished at different periods previous 
to the first of June 1831. 

The total cost of the Ohio canal is estimated at 
5,584,367 96, that of the Miami canal at $759,666 48. 
Tolls received on the northern section of the Ohio ca- 
nal are estimated at $70,000. 

And on the Miami canal, at $20,941 36. 

‘The cost of repairs and additional work on the Miami 
canal during the year 1829, was $11,334 83. 


sundry British agents home, and check a vast amount of ren 


unfair dealing or fraud. 


Census ror 1830. We hope that the bill before con- 
gress for this purpose, allows a reasonable and suflicient 








NEW INTERPRETATION. ‘The Vallahasse ‘*Floridian” | compensation to the deputies of the marshals, to induce 
has for its motto ‘Laissez nous fuire,” printed in old | and compel, under suitable penalties, a full and honest 


black letter type. 


A young friend, picking up the paper, | performance of the duties enjoined. 


The compensa- 


asked an interpretation, and we replied, it means no duty | tions heretofore allowed threw this important concern, too 


on sugar! 





Woot. 


often, into incompetent or careless hands. If any public 
business is desired to be well done, it should be made an 


A gentleman of one of the eastern states, object with suitable persons to undertake it. There is 


“8 a talse and foolish economy, shewn in the ‘‘old saw,’ of 
who informs us that he has been for twenty years engag- pee y, 8! i 
ed “3 Fa ny his were paged gps of fine aaa By ig aie a og bealagee Nvasng ie Nasenae. A 
says e has now On hand the clip of two years, about| oa..." ; len . 

10,000 Ibs. which he has held in a hope that the protec- States, m payment of the wages of mensbers of congress, 


tive system would not be abandoned, and that wool an 
woollens would a little improve in price. 
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Ratt ways. The recent heavy fall of snow affordec 


an opportunity for trying an experiment to clean the 


raileroad, to the Carrollton viaduct. 
dane, and rapidly. 
. The alteration of the locomotive “Novelty” being com 


pleted, the cost of the moving power, on the rail road | 
near Liverpool, was reduced to two mills el ton per mile. 
l 


he was loaded with 31 tons, and trave 


* 


it was effectually | tures. 


ed {2 miles an | hundreds of cents, 


,) perhaps an hundred times more than the horse was 

worth; and he was paid for, at last. And, perchance, the 
brains of many wise men have been half-turned, at the 
thought of paying one or two hundred dollarsto a poor 
|| clerk or agent, who had voted away millions, without 4 
moment’s examination as to the propriety of such expend 
lt may be their excuse that, in great things they 
depended on the opinions of others, but in little things, 
-\ acted upon their own notions! These ‘four penny ha’ 

penny,” ‘*six penny,” or.“fip-penny-bit” legislators, have 
cost the nation some millions of dollars, and saved some 
We are decidedly opposed to ex- 
trava@gant salaries or perquisites—but, whatever is worth 












‘oe weereitiewYT fee 


io 


2d 
of 


mj 


as 





ee 
——— 


NILES’ REGISTER—FEB. is, 1880—MISCELLANEOUS, 


4i1 





a 





eS ee 





doing at all is worth doing well; and competent persons, 

when employed, should be placed out of the necessity of 

my. apn, Sgped duty, to preserve themselves from loss 
u 


in the public employment. 

The committee estimate the population of 1830, as 
follows: free population, 10, 650,000; slaves, 1,950,000; 
total, 12,600,000. They recommend a ratio of 50,000 
for the representation in the house of representatives, 
which they believe wil) not increase that body beyond 
the number of 225 members. 

NavaL. The U.S. ship Natchez, capt. Claxton, but 
bearing the broad pendant of com. Creighton, arrived at 
Norfolk on the 3rd instant, from the Brazilian station— 
all well; as were the officers and crewsof the Hudson 
and Vandalia, left. The return of com. C. will test, or 
silence, the many serious rumors that have been put 
afloat concerning his conduct in the command of the squad- 
ron. 

The Hornet is given up as lost. Orders have been re- 
ceived by the navy agent at Baltimore to discontinue the 
payment of the allotment tickets granted to her officers 
and crew; and a petition has been extensively signed in 
this city that the pay of said officers and crew may be 
continued twelve months, for the benefit of surviving rel- 
atives. 

A GENERAL NAVAL COURT MARTIAL assembled in 
Washington city on Monday last, for the trial of such 
officers as may be brought before it. The court is com- 


Tue Cuenoxers. “In 1810, there were (among the 
Cherokees) 19,500 cattle; 6,100 horses; 19, swine; 
1,037 sheep; 467 looms; 1,600 spinning-wheels; 30 wagons; 
500 ploughs; S saw mills; 13 grist-mills &e, At this 
time (1826) there are 22,000 cattle; 7,600 horses; 46,000 
swine; 2,500 sheep; 762 looms; 2,488 spinning-wheels; 
172 wagons; 2,943 ploughs; 10 saw-mills; 31 grist-mills; 
62 blacksmith shops; 8 cotton machines; 18 schools; 18 
ferries, anda number of public roads. In one district 
there were last winter upwards of 1000 volumes of good 
books, and 11 periodical papers both, religious and po- 
litical, were taken and read.”—JMissionary Herald, 
vol xxiii. p. 116. 

The preceding shews that the Cherokees are not a 
‘‘wandering tribe.” Indeed, the ‘‘nation” may be suid 
to have left the hunter-state. 





Creek Inprans. From a statement laid before the 
legislature of Alabama, on the 26th of last month, by the 
secretary of state, it appears that the number of Creek 
Indians within the limits of that state, including niixed 
blood, &c. is 20,983. 


ae 


Dow Francia. This extraordinary man, who has for 
many years ruled Paraguay with the most perfect des- 
potism, has bad the seat of his dominion changed to Pata- 
gonia—in our newspapers. But the most important 
thing of him that we learn is, his release of the celebrat- 
ed traveller and naturalist, Bonpland; who for years has 
been his prisoner, for having extended his scientific re- 





posed as follows: 

Captain Charles G. Ridgely, president, 

Captain Joseph I. Nicholson, 

Captain Edmund P. Kennedy, 

Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, 

Master commandant William B. Shubrick, 

Master commandant Charles W. Morgan, 

Master commandant Beverly Kennon, 

Lieutenant Isaac McKeever, 

Lieutenant Charles S. McCauley, 

Henry M. Morfitt, esq. judge advocate. 

We are much concerned to hear, that a considerable 
number of officers, of the higher ranks of the service—a 
larger number, we believe, than has often occurred at 
any time before—are now under arrest, and will proba- 
bly receive their trials by the court now convened. 

[ Nat. Int. 


; 


SupREME court oF THE U.S. It is mentioned as a 
novelty, and probably is worthy of record—that a secre- 
tary of state, I Mr. Van Buren] has appeared in the su- 
preme court, as counsel, in the famous “Astor case” —~ 
or claim to a large tract of land in Putnam county, New 
York; which has been brought up to the last tribunal, 
for adjudication, 





CasE or Tosras Watrxrins—on the petition prefer- 
red to the supreme court for a writ of habeas corpus, 
chief justice Marshall, on the 6th inst. delivered the opin- 
ion of the court, discharging the rule granted in this case, 
and refusing the writ as prayed tor by the petitioner. 

Some very important, and nice legal questions are 
probably settled by this opinion, as to what is called the 
common law. 


GENERAL Post orrice. A bili is before the house of 


representatives to appoint a third assistant post-master 
general, and ten additional clerks. 





“Rep Jacket.” <A biography of this famous chief is 
about to be published. He was one of the most extraor- 
dinary men of his day—as an Indian warrior and states- 
man, and among the most powerful orators that ever liv- 
ed. He may well be called ‘‘the last of the Senecas,” 
and was a splendid specimen of the lofty and proud men 
of the forest. He steadily adhered to the customs 
of his fathers, and resisted, to the utmost of his means, 
ail attempts to change the condition of his people. At a 


season of more leisure, we shall give some particulars of 
his conduct and character, and copy one of the latest of 
his speeches, which has been preserved. 


searches within the territory of this most accomplished 
tyrant. 


CALLs FoR PAPERS. It is mentioned in the **Colume 
bia Gazette” that a certain resolution calling for a state- 


ment of the expenses of all the naval courts martial and 
courts of enquiry, which, when made out, occupied less 
than one page of letter papers occupied the time of one 
clerk a whole summer. e do not recollect that it was 
ever used. Hundreds of such things called for are never 
‘‘considered.” The editor of the “Gazette” supposes that 
it would require 12 or 18 months to comply with the requi- 
sitions made in certain resolutions lately offered by Mr. 
Wickliffe, see page 414; but the labor, in itself, should 
not constitute an objection—if the information, when ob- 
tained, shall appear to be worth it: nor should the heavy 
expense of printing be considered—but there is at 
room for discretion in this matter, generally. ese 
documents will make a grand summer’s job for the prin- 
ter, perhaps. 





ENcLtanpD. The distresses of the people were greatly 
on the increase. The grand jury of Kent,an agricultu- 
ral country, have addressed a letter to the duke of Wel- 
lington, stating the ‘‘deep and unprecedented distress 
that prevails among all classes threughout the country,” 
ke. 





OrrficiIAL AND DECLARED VALUES. An editorial artigle 
in the London Courier, on the reduction of the rates of 
interest, says: 

At the custom house there is kept a comprehensive re- 
cord of our exports with a double register of prices—one 
fixed and uniform, according to an official scale; the other 
varying in conformity with the pricesof the day. By com- 
paring one list with the other, it is easy to ascertain the 
\ rise or fall of prices, and the result, in our principal ar- 
ticles of manufactures, is as follows:— 

Manufactures exported; comparative value of the same 

quantity at different periods, viz: in 1814 and 1828. 
Market price in 1814. Market price in 1828, 
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procity.—Till then, permit usto adhere to our present | 
policy.” 

It might have been added, that as it was the protection 
of the national industry which had enabled England to 
talk about free trade—that France would follow the lead- 
ings of the other, that she might talk about it also—when 
also ready: but that while Britain taxed even foreign 
bread stuffs, it was nipicuLous to speak about “free 
trade.” 





Awrvut! The Georgia ‘‘Constitutionalist,”’ as we see 
it quoted in the ‘*Statesman” of the 30th ult. says— 
£* The south cannot be reconciled to the tariff until she is 
made te bow the neck to a military force—until her ty- 
rants make a solitude, and callit peace!” Three fourths 
of the free peo le of the United States ‘*tyrants!’? That’s 
a good one! ‘Take away the slave-votes, and how would 
the general question stand? We do not wish ¢hat—but 
it is impossible, when such language is used, not to re- 
collect, that about 23 or 24 of the members of congress 
represent working-machines in the shape of men. Why 
may the other side not claim such power for spinning- 
jennies and power-laoms? 





New York auctions. One hundred and sixty-five 
dealers in the city of New York have pledged themselves 
that, for one year from the Ist inst. they will not pur- 
chase at any sale by auction where endorsed notes are re- 
quired; ‘‘as they cannot see any just cause why sales at 
auction should not be placed on an cquality with those 
made by private contract.” If the number and weight of 
the subscribers be sufficent to give effect to this agree- 
ment, it will save hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
honest dealers, from the grasp of dishonest ones. The 
man who, (no matter at whose expense), paid his auc- 
tion-notes and took the ‘benefit of the law,” could spee- 
dily begin business a-new, with renewed means, obtained 
through the auctions—and so they ‘‘kept the mill a-go- 
ing.” 

CS cther very respectable list of names is attached to a 
pledge, not to have dealings with auctioneers, who shall, 
ata package sale, exhibit dry goods in lots or parcels of 
Jess value than 150 dollars, except in original packages; 
or who offers for sale duplicate packages not declared in 
the catalogue, or refuses to sell a sample lot that. hus 
been exhibited, &c. This pledge has been made for six 
months. It may prevent a great deal of management. 

The same persons have also declared that biddings on 
goods on behalf of the owner are “dishonorable, ’’ and will 
be discouraged. 


There is a third long list of signers to an agreement | 


that they will not attend, or be concerned in any pur- 
chases made at auctiun, after the hour of two o’clock, 
RP. avae 

These things, if faithfully carried into effect, will send 
sundry British agents home, and check a vast amount of 
unfair dealing or fraud. 





NEW INTERPRETATION. The Vallahasse ‘*Floridian” 
has for its motto ‘Laissez nous fuire,” printed in old 
black letter type. <A young friend, picking up the paper, 
asked an interpretation, and we replied, it means no duty 


on sugar! 


Woot. A gentleman of one of the eastern states, 
who informs us that he has been for twenty years engag- 
ed in improving his flocks for the growth of fine wool, 
says that he has now on hand the clip of two years, about 
10,000 Ibs. which he has held in a hope that the protec- 
tive system would not be abandoned, and that wool and 
woollens would a little improve in price. 








Ratt ways. The recent heavy fall of snow afforded 
an opportunity for trying an experiment to clean the 
raileroad, to the Carrollton viaduct. It was effectually 
done, and rapidly. 
._ The alteration of the locomotive “Novelty” being eom- 
pleted, the cost of the moving power, on the rail road 
near Liverpool, was reduced to two mills re ton per mile. 

! 


DomeEstic 1npusTRY. It is stated that 130,000 dol- 
lars worth of gloves and mittens are annually made at 
Johnstown, Montgomery county, N. Y. We know not 
the population of this town; but incline to the belief that 
the same number of persons employed in the cultivation 
of cotton, do not produce any thing like so great a sur- 
plus value. We take it, that the chief part of this 
$130,000 is as much a clear gain to the people, through 
the profitable employment of their time, as if so much 
money was found, ready coined, in the ‘*bowels of the 
land, ”? 

A etoniovs acT. From the state of Mississippi we 
learn that an act bad passed both branches of the legisla- 
ture of that state, extending to the Indians residing with- 
in the limits of that state, allthe privileges and immun> 
ties whatever of citizens of that state—thus incorporating 
them with the white population. The bill wanted only 
the signature of the governor to become a law. 

This act, we must think, will effect all that can be rea- 
sonably expected in behalf of the Indians, and without 
violence. If willing to give up the hunter-state and be- 
come citizens, we shall rejoice at it; bat, if unyielding to 
circumstances, they shall adhere to their ancient habits, 
they will voluntarily retire to vacant lands assigned them 
beyond the Mississ!ppi. 





Rarr-noap 1n New Jersey. The New York Mer- 
cantile Advertiser of Saturday last, says: —** We learn that 
the bill to authorise the construction of the Delaware and 
Raritan canal, and Camden, and South Amboy rail road, 
finally passed the several branches of the New Jersey 
legislature on ‘Thursday, and have become laws. We 
understand that the funds are all ready for the construction 
of the rail road, From the activity and science of Mr, 
R. Stevens, who we learn is largely interested, we are 
warranted in the belief, that a very short time will elapse, 
before we may, if we please, reach Philadelphia mm three 
or four hours, as easily as we have hitherto gone in the 
North America steam boat in about ten hours to Alba- 
ny. 3? 





Ouro canats. The commissioners of canals in Ohio 
have made a report by which it appears that £90 miles, 
from the lake at Cleaveland, have been nearly completed 
—82 miles have already been navigated. The residue of 
the line, 119 miles, together with a feeder of 11 miles, is 
under contract to be finished at different periods previous 
to the first of June 1831. 

The total cost of the Ohio canal is estimated at 
5,584,367 96, that of the Miami canal at $759,666 48. 
Tolls received on the northern section of the Ohio ca- 
nal are estimated at $70,000. 

And on the Miami canal, at $20,941 36. 

‘The cost of repairs and additional work on the Miami 
canal during the year 1829, was $11,334 83. 

Crensvs For 1830. We hope that the bill before con- 
gress for this purpose, allows a reasonable and sufficient 
compensation to the deputies of the marshals, to induce 





and compel, under suitable penalties, a full and honest 
‘performance of the duties enjoined. The compensa- 
tions heretofore allowed threw this important concern, too 
often, into incompetent or careless hands. If any public 
business is desired to be well done, it should be made an 
object with suitable persons to undertake it. There is 
a talse and foolish economy, shewn in the ‘‘old saw,” of 
‘*saving at the spiggot and letting out at the bung-hole.” 
“Amy Darden’s” famous stud horse cost the United 
States, in payment of the wages of members of congress, 
perhaps an hundred times more than the horse was 
worth; and he was paid for, at last. And, perchance, the 
brains of many wise men have been half-turned, at the 
thought of paying one or two hundred dollarsto a poor 
clerk or agent, who had voted away millions, without 4 
moment’s examination as to the propriety of such expendi 
tures. It may be their excuse that, in great things they 
depended on the opinions of others, but in little things, 
(acted upon their own notions! These ‘four penny ha’ 
| penny,” ‘*six penny,” or “fip-penny-bit” legislators, have 
cost the nation some millions of dollars, and saved some 








_ loaded with 31 tons, and travelled {2 miles an 
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hundreds of cents. We are decidedly opposed to ex- 
travagant salaries or perquisites—but, whatever is worth 
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doing at all is worth doing well; and competent persons, 
when employed, should be placed out of the necessity of 
negleeting their duty, to preserve themselves from loss 
in the public employment. 

The committee estimate the population of 1830, as 
follows: free population, 10, 650,000; slaves, 1,950,000; 
total, 12,600,000. They recommend a ratio of 50,000 
for the representation in the house of representatives, 
which they believe wil) not increase that body beyond 
the number of 225 members. 

Naval. The U.S. ship Natchez, capt. Claxton, but 
bearing the broad pendant of com. Creighton, arrived at 
Norfolk on the 3rd instant, from the Brazilian station— 
all well; as were the officers and crewsof the Hudson 
and Vandalia, left. The return of com. C. will test, or 
silence, the many serious rumors that have been put 
afloat concerning his conduct in the command of the squad- 
ron. 

The Hornet is given up as lost. Orders have been re- 
ceived by the navy agent at Baltimore to discontinue the 
payment of the allotment tickets granted to her officers 
and crew; and a petition has been extensively signed in 
this city that the pay of said officers and crew may be 
continued twelve months, for the benefit of surviving rel- 
atives. 





—_—— 


A GENERAL NAVAL COURT MARTIAL assembled in 
Washington city on Monday last, for the trial of such 
officers as may be brought before it. ‘The court is com- 
posed as follows: 


———— 


ae 


Tae Cueroxers, “In 1810, there were (among the 
Cherokees) 19,500 cattle; 6,100 horses; 19, swine; 
1,037 sheep; 467 looms; 1,600 spinning-wheels; 30 wagons; 
500 ploughs; 3 saw mills; 13 grist-mills &e, At this 
time (1826) there are 22,000 cattle; 7,600 horses; 46,000 
swine; 2,500 sheep; 762 looms; 2,488 spinning-wheels; 
172 wagons; 2,943 ploughs; 10 saw-mills; 31 grist-mills; 
62 blacksmith shops; 8 cotton machines; 18 schools; 18 
ferries, anda number of public roads. In one district 








| there were last winter upwards of 1000 volumes of good 


hooks, and 1! periodical papers both, religions and po- 
litical, were taken and read.”—JMissionary Herald, 
vol xxiii. p. 116. 

The preceding shews that the Cherokees are not a 
‘‘wandering tribe.” Indeed, the ‘‘nation” may be suid 
to have left the hunter-state. 





Creex Inpians. From a statement laid before the 
legislature of Alabama, on the 26th of last month, by the 
secretary of state, it appears that the number of Creek 
Indians within the limits of that state, including mixed 
blood, &c. is 20,983. 





Dow Francia. This extraordinary man, who has for 
many years ruled Paraguay with the most perfect des- 
potism, has bad the seat of his dominion changed to Pata- 
fonia—in our newspapers. But the most important 
thing of him that we learn is, his release of the celebrat- 
ed traveller and naturalist, Bonpland; who for years has 
been his prisoner, for having extended his scientific re- 





Captain Charles G. Ridgely, president, 

Captain Joseph I. Nicholson, 

Captain Edmund P. Kennedy, 

Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, 

Master commandant William B. Shubrick, 

Master commandant Charles W. Morgan, 

Master commandant Beverly Kennon, 

Lieutenant Isaac McKeever, 

Lieutenant Charles S. McCauley, 

Henry M. Morfitt, esq. judge advocate. 

We are much concerned to hear, that a considerable 
number of officers, of the higher ranks of the service—a 
larger number, we believe, than has often occurred at 
any time before—are now under arrest, and will proba- 
bly receive their trials by the court now we 

[ Nat. Int. 


SuPREME court oF THE U.S. It is mentioned as a 
novelty, and probably is worthy of record—that a secre- 
tary of state, [Mr. Van Buren] has appeared in the su- 
preme court, as counsel, in the famous “Astor case” — 
or claim to a large tract of land in Putnam county, New 
York; which has been brought up to the last tribunal, 
for adjudication. 





Case or Tonras Watxrns—on the petition prefer- 
red to the supreme court for a writ of habeas corpus, 
chief justice Marshall, on the 6th inst. delivered the opin- 
ion of the court, discharging the rule granted in this case, 
and refusing the writ as prayed tor by the petitioner. 

Some very important, and nice legal questions are 
probably settled by this opinion, as to what is called the 
common law. 


GENERAL POST OFFICE. 
representatives to appoint a third assistant post-master 
general, and ten additional clerks. 





“Rep Jacket.” <A biography of this famous chief is 
about to be published. He was one of the most extraor- 
dinary men of his day—as an Indian warrior and states- 
man, and among the most powerful orators that ever liv- 
ed. He may well be called ‘‘the last of the Senecas,” 
and was a splendid specimen of the lofty and proud men 
of the forest. He steadily adhered to the customs 
of his fathers, and resisted, to the utmost of his means, 
all attempts to change the condition of his people. Ata 


season of more leisure, we shall give some particulars of 
his conduct and character, and copy one of the Jatest of 


his speeches, which has been preserved. 


CALLS FOR PAPERS. 
bia Gazette” that a certain resolution calling for a state- 


A bill is before the house of 


searches within the territory of this most accomplished 


tyrant. 


It is mentioned in the **Colum- 


ment of the expenses of all the naval courts martial and 
courts of enquiry, which, when made out, occupied less 
than one page of letter baper, occupied the time of one 
clerk a whole summer. e do not recollect that it was 
ever used. Hundreds of such things called for are never 
‘‘considered.”? The editor of the “Gazette” supposes that 
it would require 12 or 18 months to comply with the requi- 
sitions made in certain resolutions lately offered by Mr. 
Wickliffe, see page 414; but the labor, in itself, should 
not constitute an objection—if the information, when ob- 
tained, shall appear to be worth it: nor should the heavy 
expense of printing be considered—but there is great 
room for discretion in this matter, generally. ese 
documents will make a grand summer’s job for the prin- 
ter, perhaps. 





Enctann. The distresses of the people were greatly 
on the increase. The grand jury of Kent,an agricultu- 
ral country, have addressed a letter to the duke of Wel- 
lington, stating the ‘deep and unprecedented distress 
that prevails among all classes throughout the country,” 
ke. 

OrFiIcIAL AND DECLARED VALUES. An editorial artigle 
in the London Courier, on the redaction of the rates of 
interest, says: 

At the custom house there is kept a comprehensive re- 
cord of our exports with a double register of pricees—one 
fixed and uniform, aceording to an official scale; the other 
varying in conformity with the pricesof the day. By com- 
paring ove Jist with the other, it is easy to ascertain the 
rise or fall of prices, and the result, in our principal ar- 
ticles of manufactures, is as follows:— 

Manufactures exported; comparative value of the same 

quantity at different periods, viz: in 1814 and 1828. 
Market price in 1814. Market price in 1828, 
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ly maintained its price § 





Sparx. The king and quer 
Madrid on the 11th Dec. last—i 


of Naples arrived at 
great parade. But a 
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London paper ives the following account of the prosper- 
ous state o dee idngdoee: 

The extraordinary expenses occasioned by the journey 
of the king of Naples, rendered additional taxes necessa- 
ry, which created general discontent, which was increas- 
ed by the severity of the season, and dearness of flour 
and corn. It was supposed that admiral Heyden had 
been invited to anchor his fleet in the harbor of Naples 
during the winter, partly tor the purpose of overawing 
the popular murmars.* It was said his Sicilian majesty 
bad demanded another million of ducats; the former mil- 
lion sent to Spain in advance having scarcely sufficed to 
pay the expenses of his progress. 


Porrveat. The London John Bull, of Nov. 29, 
says, “The American government having recognised the 
king of Portugal, are actively engaged in the formation 
of a commercial treaty between that kingdom and the 
United States. Nothing canbe more just in the Portu- 
guese ministry, than to afford to the mercantile nations, 
who are in perfect amity with their country, similar ad- 
vantages to those which Portugal was always willing to 
give to her old and faithful allies.” 

The London “Times” of the 24h Dee. says—We 
have received the foliowing from a correspondent:— 

‘‘Sir.—I wish you would remind the Americans who 
have been so ready to recognise in Don Miguel the pre- 
valence of arbitrary power over constitutional liberty, 
that they are repaying to Portugal the disservice which 
they received from her monarch in the commencement 
of their revolutionary war with Great Britain. A pro- 
clamation issued by the king of Portugal on the 4th of Ju- 
ly 1776, declared that the cause of the British king was 
the common cause of all sovereigns; denounced the 
Americans as rebels, and prohibits all intercourse what- 
ever between them and the Portuguese, The proclama- 
tion is preserved among the state papers, in Dodsley’s 
Annual Register for 1776, p. 260.” 

57 “‘Legitimates” cannot understand our rules of 
action. Few, if any, of the American people have a par- 
ticular respect for Don Miguel, nor is it probable that he 
is a favorite with our government; if the ‘‘sovereign 
people” should execute this sovereign, we should care 
less about it than for the death of the old Seneca In- 
dian, “Red-Jacket.” But our government acted on the 
broad and generous republican principle, that foreign gov- 
ernments de facto, are ali that, we have any concern 
with. We enter into no disputed questions of that sort. 
Ilad the dominion of Don Miguel still been contested, 
in arms, in Portugal, his dominion would not yet have 
been acknowledged by president Jackson, in the recep- 
tion of his minister; and the Portuguese proclamation of 
1776 cannot have any sort of influence over our presi- 
dent’s conduct. 


—_— 


Unirep Srates anv Portucat. The following arti- 
cle shews that there is no such thing as pleasing the ca- 
wricious and assuming people of the ‘‘mother country.” 
For our own parts, we have long since given up the pro- 
ject as a even in the surrender of our indepen- 
dence, and becoming ‘white slaves” —and have thought it 
most expedient to do what appeared just and proper, in 
itself, whatever Mr. Bull might think of it. 


From the London Courier of Dec. 12. 

A morning paper adverting to the reception of Don 
Miguel’s envoy by president Jackson, thinks fit to antici- 
pate the most brilliant advantages to the American trade, 
from this early recognition.—‘‘Ere the lapse of many 
weeks,” it is said, ‘the Tagus will be crowded with 
American shipping, their manufactures superseding our’s, 
and closing that great and imporiant vent for British 
goods.” Our ministers would, indeed, be unpardenable, 
if any omission on their part were calculated to give an 
advantage to our mercantile rivals in the ports of our an- 
cient ally, but what dread can there be of competition 
from a country which cannot secure the supply of its own 
market to its manufacturers without loading our goods 


A 


with an import duty of 30 per cent. and upwards?* What 
talisman does president Jacksan possess for rendering the 
cotton fabrics of New England more attractive as a pur- 
chase on the banks of the Tagus, than those on the Dela- 
ware or Susquehannah? Have the citizens of the United 
States either the inclination or the power to purchase as 
largely as our country, the wines or the fruits of Portu- 
gal? Till these points can be resolved in the affirmative, 
our merchants and manufacturers may rest secure in the 
possession of their trade to Portugal, and may consider 
the sales of the Americans in the Tagus as confined to 
flour, rice, tobacco, and salt fish, notwithstanding the pro- 
found politics of their president, and the eloquent effu- 
sions of their advocate in London. 

CotomB1a. General Harrison arrived at New York 
on Saturday last. He appears to have been badly treat- 
ed, and especially after it was known that he had been re- 
called—a particular account of all which may be expected. 

It seems now quite manitest that Bolivar is willing to 
be made a king, and “Simon the first”? has been public- 
ly toasted. Venezuela, by a public act, has been separa- 
ted from what is called “the government of Bogota,” from 
whence troops were morching to assist Paez in placing 
Venezula under subjection. As it was in this province 
that the flame of liberty first shewed itself in the south, 
we rejoice in this shew of a resolution to fan and feed it. 
If Bolivar’s medal be not yet disposed of in congress, 
might not the proceedings be suspended? If it eommem.- 
orates an event which shall result in making him a king, 
we shall not much value it.} 

Talking about a king, we are reminded that it seems 
agreed that the simpleton who was the husband of the 


princess Charlotte of England, is to be made king of 


the Grecians, without consulting them on the subject. 

Dizepv—on the 5th inst. near Freedom, Baltimore coun- 
ty, col. Peter Little, in the 55th year of his age—long a 
member of congress, and colonel of the 38th U. S., regi- 
ment of infantry, during the late war: one of the most 
worthy and best of our citizens—-a man of business, faith- 
ful to his friends, kind unto all men. 

——, at New Haven, Con. on the 3rd inst. col. Jared 
Mansfeld, L. L. D. aged 71--for several years surveyor 
general of the United States, and professor of natural 
philysophy at West Point: a very amiable, much belov- 
ed and revered gentleman, and learned in mathematical 
subjects. The credit is now given to him for effecting 
surveys Of public lands by rectangular cu-ordinates, hi- 
therto awarded to the late and much valued Josiah Meigs. 
, hear Camden, S. C. on the 2Uth ult. in his 74th 
year, capt. Benjamin Carter, a taithtul officer and sol- 
dier of the revolution, and a partaker in many of its 
battles. 

, at Roxbury, Connecticut, gen. Ephraim Hin- 
man, aged 74—~a gallant soldier of the revolution, much 
esteemed by Washington and Lafayette. 











Marytanp. After a long debate, the bill to establish 
a state bank has been rejected by « large majority, in 
striking out the enacting clause--46 to 23. If a larger 
amount of wholesome currency is required, let a law be 
passed, by way of experiment, to aithor Ze the present 
banks in the state paying specie, to redeem their notes 
in coin, or in bills of the bank of the United States, at 
their own option. 

The way of doing business in the house of delegates 
in this state, has some novelty in it, if a correspondent ot 
the “Gazette” may be relied on. On the 9th inst. as 
stated, the journal was five days behind, ‘‘inacceasible 
even to the members, until it comes from the printer.*’ 


Every morning some member moves that the journal of 


the preceeding day should riot be read; and about a week 
after, the members know what they have been about, & » 
This much wants reform, 

APPoINTMENTS by the president und senate. Messrs. 
Mc Lane as minister to England, Rives, to France, Preble, 
to the Netherlands, Van JVess,to Spain—Messrs. Har- 





*And hang another old man, a prince also, perhaps, 
like admiral Nelson, without jurisdiction, **judge or 
jury.” 











*Pretty moderate this ia return for a duty on flour 
that sometimes amounts to nearly 100 per cent. and on 
tobacco that exceeds 1000, &e. En, Reo 
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, Davezac, and Piskett, as secretaries of legation, to 
mnce, the Netherlands and Colombia, respectively— 
James Duncan, as receiver of public moneys at Wash- 
ington, Mississippi—and Wilkam J. Duane and Jumes 
Campbell, directors of the bank of the US. were con- 
firmed as such by the senate, on Wédnesday last. We 
hear of no further confirmations. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The following recapitulation of a statement, taken from 
an official document, will shew what was the general state 
of the bank of the United States, on the first day of De- 
cember last, (the latest date of the statements laid before 
congress. ) . 

it. 


Funded debt U. S. various 
Bills discount- 

ed on per- 

sonal securi- 


ty 31,126,407 30 
Funded debt 


251,128 88 
Bank stock 1,120,964 90 
32,498,501 08 


Domestic biils of exchange 7,718,029 03 





a 





11,635,290 90 








40,216,530 11 
259,058 12 
2,727,046 18 


Foreign do. 
Real estate 
Baring, Brothers & Co. Hope 
& Co. and Hottinguer & Co. 
Due from Bank United States 
and offices 16,281,689 09 
Do state banks 2,149,942 68 


“I 


we 


968,378 





18,431,631 77 
Do United States 5,267 32 


Do J. A. Buchanan and J. W. 


McCulloh 612,760 44 
Losses chargeable to the contingentfund 2,551,693 33 
Deficiencies 135,288 02 
Banking houses, bonus, premium, &e. 1,444,401 89 
Expenses 199,499 29 


Cash, viz: notes of bank of 


U. States and offices 12,589,672 80 





Do do state banks 1,405,817 30 
Specie 7,251,782 78 

21,247,272 88 
Mortgages, &c. 189,103 87 


Navy agent, Norfolk 40,144 17 





100,668,367 54 
Dr. 
Capital stock 
Notes issued 
Discount, exchange and interest 
Foreign exchange 
Dividends unclaimed 
Profit and loss 
Contingent fund 
Due to bank U. States and 
officers 
Do. state banks 


$34,996,269 63 
27,587,793 76 
1,374,215 11 
13,723 98 
80,579 85 
1,497,350 36 
4,974,557 91 


14,917,012 52 
1,179,577 24 





16,096,589 76 
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“Eastern Argus,’’ as that body is equally divided in po 
litical opinion, it is possible that they may not. In the 
mean time no regular business will be transacted, and 
the affairs of the state must be left to proceed as well as 
they can. The apparent minority claims for itself the 
rightful majority; and party lines are so tightly drawn, 
that it is easy to suppose there are errors on both sides. 
The speaker of the house is accused of gross partiality 
and injustice, in appointing a majority of his political 
friends on the committee to count the votes for gover- 
nor.* But this is no new thing, in congress and else- 
where; and every body recollects general Root’s late 
declaration, when elected to the chair of the New York 
house of assembly. And what was the political character 
of the committee on manufactures, 1827-8? We speak 
only to the general practice, being entirely ignorant of 
the merits of this particular case. 
House of representatives, Jan, 29, 1830. 

Whereas, the legislature of this state, assembled on 
| the first Wednesday of January, 1850, and the house 
| was organized by the choice of speaker and clerk on the 
third day of the session, and was then ready to proceed 
on the public business; but the senate was not organized 
by the election of a president and secretary, till the eighth 
day of the session. And whereas, on the ninth*day of 
the session, a committee was appointed by the senate tu 
report on the election of senators, which committee did 
not report till the twentieth day of the session, and which 
report was not finally disposed of till the twenty-second 
day of the session. And whereas the constitution mani- 
festly contemplates an organization of all the branches of 
government, at an early day after the meeting of the le- 
gislature, and yet we present the singular and unparal- 
leled spectacle of having spent twenty-four days in ses- 
sion—have a president of the senate of last year, claim- 
tng to act as governor, when it is evident a governor has 
been elected by the people—the vacancies in the senate 
uot filled, and no councillors for the present year choe 
sen. 

And whereas the constitution provides that the mem- 
bers of the house of representatives and such senators as 
have been elected, shall in the manner therein preserib- 
ed, ‘‘elect by joint baliot the number of senators requir 
ed.” And whereas it appears by the records of the 
governor and council, that on the ninth day of Decem- 
ber last, the votes for senators in the senatorial districts 
were counted, and that sixteen senators were elected, 
and that there were three vacancies in the district of 
York, and one in the district of Washington. And 
whereas, it appears by the report above mentioned “made 
to the senate, and the votes and proceedings of that body 
on the same, as is proved by their journal, that the full 
number of senators to be elected from each district, have 
not been so elected. And that the senate have refused, 
on a motion made for that purpose, to send a message to 
this house, proposing to elect by joint ballot the number 
of senators required by the constitution, according to the 
usage which has heretofore prevailed in such cases. 

In consequence of which, no other alternative seems 
to be presented, but that the public business shall be left 
undone, the wheels of government stopped, and the con- 








Redemption of public debt 
posits of treasurer U, 
States 
educt overdrafts and 
special deposits 


517,820 50 
6,743,665 25 
230,851 99 





6,512,813 26 
801,029 79 
6,260,618 63 


Deposits of public officers 
Deposits of individuals 





13,574,401 68 





100,663,367 54 
Bank United States, Dec. 1,1829. 
W. McILVAINE, cashier. 


STATE OF MAINE. 

Che report which follows was made to the house of 
representatives on the day of its date. We record it for 
4 preservation of the curious facts which it sets forth, 
and to shew the perseverance of parties. ‘The order was 
passed, after a warm, if not violent debate, 74 to 66. The 





stitution prostrated, or, this house must proceed, in the 


| mode prescribed by the constitution, to have the vacau- 
| cies in the senate filled, the councillors chosen, and the 


votes for governor declared and published, the public 
| business of the state despatched, and the just expecta- 


! tions of the people fulfilled.—Therefore, 


} 


Ordered, ‘That a message be sent to the senate re- 
questing such senators as have been clected, to meet the 
members of this house in the hall of the house of repre- 


sentatives, and elect by joint ballot the num- 
ber of senators required. 








*The committee is said to have consisted of five ‘‘re- 
publicans” and three “Jackson men”—that isthe joint 
committee; but the “Argus” complains that 4 “federal- 
ists” and 1 “republican” were appointed by the speaker 
of the house—we use the terms as they are used in differ- 
ent papers. Now, a committee of the Maryland house 
of delegates, which iately visited Baltimore, was in num- 
ber and principle constituted exactly like that of the house 





‘nate had not yet acted upon it; and, judging by the 


of representatives of Maine, but precisely the reverse in 
political feeling. 
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P. S. When this “order” was presented to the senate 
-——8 members were for going into convention, and 8 against 
it. The first eight, however, left the other eight to join 
the house, and participate in the election of four persons 
to fill the vacancies inthe senate. The first eight met in 
their chamber in the afternoon,and none of the other eight 
being present, proceeded to elect a new president for 
themselves, or for the senate, asthe case may be. ‘The 
old secretary refused to give up the papers. 

The following is the protest of the eight members of 
the senate who remained in their seats, as above— 

**Whereas a part of the members of the senate have 
withdrawn from the senate board without the consent of 
the senate, for the avowed purpose of meeting the mem- 
bers of the house of representatives in convention to fill 
deficiencies in the senate, which have not been ascertain- 
ed by the senate, and when the constitutional candidates 
have not been designated by the senate for filling deficien- 
cies, if any exist, and without the concurrence of the se- 
nate to such convention—and whereas such a procedure is 
unwarranted by the constitution, and any election made 
by such convention is void, and can give no right to any 

individual, so elected, to a seat in the senate, or to take 

rt in the acts of the senate; it being the exclusive right 
of the senate alone to judge of the elections and qualifi- 
gations of its own members, and the senate being, there- 
fore, the only constitutional tribunal to decide upon the 
legality, or illegality, of the returns of votes for senators. 
~~Therefore, 

**Ordered, 'Thata message be sent to the acting gov- 
ernor and council, that they may lave notice that the se- 
nate have not concurred in the election of any persons to 
fill any deficiency, which may exist, in the senate.” 

The conveution was protested against as well by eight 
members of the senate, as by nearly 70 of the house of 
representatives—and these latter retired when they found 
that the majority would proceed to do the business for 
which they had assembled. 

And we further see in the ‘‘Easteru Argus,” that a 
very extraordinary degree of excitement prevails. We 
have “the constitution outraged”—*‘second edition of 
the Hartford convention’-—‘Juggernautic engine’-— 
**third branch of the legislature”—*‘the climax of out- 
rage,” and a world of other severe terms and hard words. 

We have no Opinion on this subject, except that—if one 
party is obstinate, the other isnot very accommodating! 
and that it is the watural and unalienable right of the ma- 
jority to Jead in action on public business. 

Much confusion must be expected; but when the new 
senators shall take their seats, we suppose that the pub- 
lic business will proceed. 

The judges oi the supreme court having deeid- 
ed that Mr. Hall, president ot the senate, was the act- 
ing governor, the anti-Jackson party in that body became 









































ly, designating what portion thereof is allowed in pursu- 
ance of law, and what portion in pursuance of executive 
regulation or precedent, with references, as far as prac. 
ticable, to the law, the adoption of the regulation, ani! 
the origin of the precedent. 

2d. Ali allowances made to such persons in the years 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty eight and one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty nine, respectively, 
other than those embraced in the foregoing, whether on 
claims accruing in the said years or before, and, as far as 
practicable, all similar allowances made to the same per- 
sons at any previous time. 

3d. All allowances made in the navy department with- 
in the years one thousand eight hundred and twenty 
eight, and one thousand eight hundred and twenty nine, 
respectively, to persons receiving salaries from the gov- 
erament, designating the amount of such salaries, and 
such allowances, separately. 


4th. The names of all officers of the navy who were 
on leave of absence, waiting orders, or on furlough, with- 
inthe years one thousand eight hundred and twenty 
eight, and ove thousand eight hundred and twenty nine, 
with the length of time each has been in either of those 
situations, and the amount of money paid to each while 
on leave of absence, waiting orders, or on furlough. 
5th. The names of persons appointed officers in the 
navy, in the years one thousand eight hundred and twen- 
ty eight, and one thousand eight hundred and tweuty 
nine, the date of their appomtments, who of them hay: 
been in actual service, and the amount of money paid to 
each. 

6th. ‘The names ofall surgeons and assistant surgeons 
of the navy, who have been, within the said years, on leay 
of absence, waiting orders, on furlough, or attached to 
those stations; the time each has been in that situation, 
and the amount of money paid to each while there, on 
leave of absence, waiting orders, on furlough, or attached 
to those stations. 


Ist. Jtesolved, ‘Vhat the secretary of war be require’ 
to report to this house, what portions of the ‘ ‘tariff of the 
present rate of compensation to the officers of the army ¢! 
the United States,” appended co his report accompany- 
ing the president’s message, at the opening of the presen! 
session of congress, aud allowed in pursuance of Jaw, 
and what in pursuance of regulation or precedent, will 
reference, as far as practicable, to the law, the adoption 
of the regulation, or the origin of the precedent. 

2d. ‘That he communicate to this house all allowances 
made to persons embraced in said ¢uriff; within the yeati 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty eight, and on: 
thousand eight hundred and twenty mine, respectively, 
other than those therein designated, whether upon claim: 
accruing within those years, or before; and, as far 
practicable, al! similar allowances made to the same pei 


the majority, (before, the two parties stood 8 and 8) and, 
having passed a vote permitting the three (anti-Jackson) 
sevators from the district of York to retain their seats, a 
motion was made to reconsider the vote by which the 
senate had rejected the report of the committee on the 
suffrages for governor, and to accept the said report as 
amended. This motion was carried, ayes 11, noes 7. 
As the report had been previously aceepted by the house, 
Jonathan G. Hunton (the anti-Jackson candidate) was 
then declared to have been duly elected governor of the 
state. 

And so endeth, for the present, ‘‘the throes and con- 
vulsions” of party--in Maine, there being a quorum in 


sous at any prior time, the amount allowed each, and {0: 
what allowed. 


3d. All allowances and emoluments made or acerued\) 
the major general and his staff, and all persons employe! 
in and about his office during the years aforesaid, I 
spectively, of all those employed upon bureau or othe! 
duty m or about the office of the adjutant general, com 
missary general of subsistence,} colonel of ordnanct, 
paymaster general, quartermaster general, the chief% 
the corps of engineers, and the surgeon general, incli’ 
ing the heads of each department, designating separa 
ly the pay, emoluments and allowances, they, or any! 














both houses to do business. 


MR. WICKLIFFE’S RESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolutions, offered by Mr, Wickliffe in 
the house of representatives on the Ist were adopted on the 
4th inst. alter | sere been amended by inserting after the 
words “navy department,’’ the words *‘marine corps.” 

Resolved, &e, ‘That the secretary of the navy be re- 
quired to communicate to this house the following infor- 
mation, viz: — 

Jst. A statement of the amount paid or allowance to 
each grade of officers, and allagents of every description 
employed in the naval service of the United States, or 
under the authority of the navy department, within the 
years one thousand eight hundred and twenty eight and 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty nine, respective- 





them, may have been entitled to in the line of the arn) 
and the salary and allowances paid and made to them !? 
extra duty, &c. presenting, m one view, the wi0 
amount of their receipts, of whatever name and of whiat 
ever character, and also the authority by which 5% 
pay and allowances have been made, increased, ° 
charged, heretofore. 
4th. ‘The names of all surgeons and assistant surge” 
of the army, who have, within the years aforesaid, ! 
absent from the regular posts of the army, the w!° 
time of their absence, and the amount aceruing and p* 
to them for such time; what extra allowances, if any, ™ 
to whom have been made; to surgeons and assistant * 
geons for attending upon persons in the army, or in" 
inilitary or engineer service of the government; 89 
names of all citizen surgeons who have been emp!™ 
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within the years aforesaid, respectively; the term of 
such employment, and the compensation to each. 

The names of all commissioners, superintendents, 
and agents, for the improvement of rivers, bays, har- 
bors, roads, and other public works, employed under the 
authority of the department of war,- whose compensa- 
tion is not fixed by law, the nature of the duties perform- 
ed by each, and the amount allowed to each, as per diem, 
commissions, or otherwise, within the years aforesaid, 
designating where such persons are officers of the army, 
and the amount received by each of them, as such. 

- Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report to 
this house a list of all the officers employed in the civil 


department of the government, who have been allowed | 


any other compensation than the pay or salary fixed by 
law; the amount of such salary and allowance, and for 





what service allowed, and the authority for the allow- | 


ance, for the years one thousand eight hundred and twen- 
ty-eight, and one thousand eight hundred and twenty 
nine: the names of all persons employed during the 
years aforesaid whose salary is not regulated by law, but 
whose compensation depends upon executive regulation, 
or discretion; the nature of the service, the amount of 
compensation, and the authority upon which it has been 
made, 





DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
January 19. 
Debate on Mr. Foot’s resolution, proposing an inquiry 
into the expediency of abolishing the office of sur- 
veyor general of public lands, and for suspending fur- 
ther surveys until those already in market shall have 
been disposed of. 

Mr. Hayne said, that if the gentlemen who had dis- 
cussed this proposition had confined themselves strictly 
to the resolution under consideration, he would have 
spared the senate the trouble of listening to the few re- 
marks he now proposed to offer. It has been said, and 
correctly said, by more than one gentleman, that reso- 
lutions of inquiry were usually suffered to pass without 
opposition. ‘The parliamentary practice in this respect 
was certainly founded in good sense, which regarded 
such resolutions as intended merely to elicit information, 
and therefore entitled to favor. But, said Mr. H. 1 
cannot give my assent to the proposition so broadly laid 
down by some gentlemen, that, because nobody stands 
committed by a vote for inquiry, therefore every resolu- 
tion proposing an inquiry—no matter on what subject — 
must pass almost as a matter of course, and that to dis- 
cuss or oppose such resolutions is unparliamentary. The 
true distinction seems to be this—where information is 
desired as the basis of legislation, or where the policy of 
any measure, or the principles it involves, are really 
questionable, it was always proper to send the subject to 
a committee for investigation; but where all the material 
factsare already known, and there is a fixed and settled 
opinion in respect to the policy to be pursued, inquiry 
was unnecessary, and ought to be refused. No one, he 
thought, could doubt the correctness of the position as- 
sumed by the gentleman from Missouri, that no inquiry 
ought ever to be instituted as to the expediency of dving 
‘Sa great and acknowledged wrong.” I do not mean, 
however, to intimate an opinion that such is the charae- 
ter of this resolution. The application ef these rules to 
the ease before us will decide my vote; and cvery senator 
can apply them for himself to the decision of the ques- 
tion, whether the inquiry now called for should be grant- 
ed or refused. With that decision, whatever it may be, 
I shall be content. 

I have not risen, however, Mr. President, for the pur- 
pose of discussing the propriety of instituting the mquiry 
recommended by the resolution, but to «ter afew re- 
marks on another and much more important question, to 
which gentlemen have alluded in the course of this de- 
bate—t mean the policy which oughtto be pursued in 
relation to the public lands, Every gentleman who has 
had a seat in congress for the last two years or three 
years, or even for the last two or three weeks, must be 
convinced of the great and growing importance of this 
question. More than half of our time has been taken 
up with the discussion of propositions connected with the 
public lands—more than half our acts embrace provi- 
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the changes are OP on this topic, from the grave in- 
qairy intothe right of the new states to the absolute so- 
vereignty and propriety inthe soil, down to the grant of 
a pre-emption of afew quarter sections to actual settlers. 

In the language of a great orator in relation to ano- 
ther ‘‘vexed question,” we may truly say,—‘‘that year 
after year we have been lashed round the miserable eir- 
cle of occasional arguments and temporary expedients. ’’ 
No gentleman can bail to perceive that this is a question 
no longer to be evaded—it must be met—fairly and fear- 
lessly met—a question that is pressed upon us in so ma- 
ny ways-—that intrudes in sucha variety of shapes; in- 
volving so deeply the feelings and interests of a Jarge 
portion of the union— insinuating itself into almost every 
question of public policy, and tinging the whole course 
of our legislation, cannot be put aside, or laid asleep. 
We cannot long avoid it—we must meet and overcome it, 
or it willovercome us. Let us, then, Mr. President, be 
prepared to encounter it ina spirit of wisdom and of jus- 
tice, and endeavor to prepare our own minds and the 
minds of the people, for a just and enlightened decision. 
The object of the remarks 1 am about to offer, is mere- 
ly tocall public attention to the question, to throw out a 
few crude and undigested thoughts, as food for reflec- 
tion, in order to prepare the public mind for the adop- 
tion, at no distant day, of some fixed and settled policy 
in relation to the public lands. I believe that out of the 
western country there js no subject in the whole range 
of our legislation less understood, and in relation to 
which there exists somany errors, and such unhappy 
prejudices and misconceptions. 

‘There may be said to be two great parties in this cout« 
try, whoentertain very opposite opinions in relation to 
the character of the policy which the government has 
heretofore pursued in relation to the public lands, as 
well as to that which ought, hereafterto be pursued, 1 
propose very briefly to examine these opinions, and to 
throw out for consideration a few ideas in connexion 
with them. Adverting, first,to the past policy of the 
government, we find that one party, embracing a very 
large portion, perhaps at this time a majority, of the 
people of the United States, in all quarters of the union, 
entertain the opinion, that,in the settlement of the new 
states and the disposition of the public lands, congress 
has pursued not only a highly just and liberal course, 
but one of extraordinary kindness and indulgenee. We 
are regarded us having acted towards the new states in 
the spirit of parental weakness—granting to froward 
children, not only every thing that was reasonable and 
proper, out actually robbing ourselves of our property 
to gratify their insatiable desires. While the other par- 
ty embracing the entire west, insist that we have treated 
them trom the beginning, not like heirs of the estate, 
but in the spirit of a hard taskmaster, resolved to pro- 
mote our selfish interests from the fruits of their labor. 
Now, sir, it is not my present purpose to investigate all 
the grounds on which these opposite opinions reet; I sha! 
content myself with noticing one or two particulars, in 
relation to which it has long appeared to me that the 
west have had some cause for complaint. I notice them 
now, not for the purpose of aggravating the spirit of dis- 
content in rclation to this subject, which is known to ex- 
ist in that quarter, for L do not know that my voice will 
ever reach them, but to assist in bringing others to what 
I believe to be a just sense of the past policy of the go- 
vernment in relation to this matter. In the creation and 
settlements of the new states, Mr, President, the plan 
has been invariably pursued, of selling eut, from time 
to ume, certain portions of the public lands for the high- 
est price that could possibly be obtained for them in 
open market, and, until afew years past, on long cre- 





dits. In this respect, a marked difference is observable 
between our policy and that of every other nation that hae 
ever attempted to establish colonies or create new states. 
Without pausing to examine the course pursued in this 
respect at earlicr periods in the history of the world, I 
will come direetly tothe measures adopted in the first 
settlement of the new world, and will confine my obser- 
vations entirely to North America. The English, the 
French, and the Spaniards, have successively planted 
their colonies here, and have all adopted the same po- 
licy, which, from the very beginning of the world, had 
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countries, ‘viz: a free grant of lands “without money and 
without price.” We all know that the British colonists 
at their first settlement here, (whether deriving title di- 
rectly from the crown or the lords proprietors), received 
grants for considerations merely nominal. 

The payment of ‘‘a penny,” or a “‘pepper corn,” was 
the stipulated price which our fathers along the whole 
Aulantic coast, now composing the old thirteen states, 
paid for their lands; and even when conditions, seeming- 
y more substantial, were annexed to the grants—such 

or instance as ‘‘settlement and cultivation,”—these 
were considered as substantially complied with by the 
cutting down afew trees and erecting a log cabin—the 
work of only a few days. Even these conditions very 
soon came to be considered as merely nominal, and were 
never required to be pursued in order to vest in the gran- 
tee the fee simple of the soil. Such was the system 
under which this country was originally settled, and un- 
der which the thirteen colonies flourished and grew up 
to that early and vigorous manhood, which enabled them 
in afew years to achieve their independence; and I beg 
gentlemen to recollect, and note the fact, that while they 
paid substantially nothing to the mother country, the 
whole profits of their industry were suffered to remain in 
their own hands. Now, what, Jet us inquire, was the 
reason which has induced all nations to adopt ¢his system 
in the settlement of new countries? Can it be any other 
than this—that it affords the only certain means of build- 
ing up ina wilderness great and prosperous communi- 
ties? Was not that policy founded on the universal be- 
lief that the conquest of a new country, the driving out 
**the savage beasts and still more savage men,” cutting 
down and subduing the forest, and encountering all the 
hardships and privations necessarily incident to the con- 
version of the wilderneess into cultivated fields, was 
worth the fee simple of the soil? And was it not be- 
lieved that the mother country found ample remunera- 
tion for the value of the land so granted in the additions 
of her power, and the new sources of commerce and of 
wealth, furnished by prosperous and populous states? 
Now, sir, I submit to the candid consideration of gen- 
tlemen, whether the policy so diametrically opposite to 
this, which has been invariably pursued by the United 
States towards the new states in the west, has been quite 








so just and liberal, as we have been accustomed to be- | 


lieve. Certain it is, that the British colonies to the 
north of us, and the Spanish and French to the south 
and west, have been fostered and reared up under a very 
different system. Lands, which had been for fifty or a 
hundred years open to every setUler, without any charge 
beyond the expense of the survey, were, the moment 
they feil into the hands of the United States, held up for 
sale at the highest price that a public auction, at the most 
favorable seasons, and not unfrequently a spirit of the 
wildest competition, could produce, with a limitation that 
they should never be sold below a certain minzmum price: 


thus making it, as it would seem, the cardinal point of 


oar policy, not to settle the country, and facilitate the 
formation of new states, but to fill our coffers by coining 
our lands into gold, 

Let us now consider fora moment, Mr. President, the 


effect of these two opposite systems on the condition of 
I will take the state of Missouri, by way of 


a new state. 
example. Here isa large and fertile territory coming 
into the possession of the States without any inhabit- 
ants but Indians and wild beasts—aterritory which is to 
be cunverted into a sovereign and independent state.— 
You commence your operations by surveying and selling 
aut a portion of the lands, on long credits, to actual set- 
tlers; and, as the population progresses, you go on, year 
after year, making additional sales on the same terms; 
and this operation is to he continued, as gentlemen tell 
us, for filty ora hundred years at least, if not for all time 
tocome. The inhabitants of this new state, under such 
a system, must have commenced their operations under 
a load of debt, the annual payment of which must neces- 
sarily drain their country of the whole profits of their la- 
bor just so long #: this system shall last. This debt is 
due, not from some citizens of the state to others of the 
same state—(in which case the money would remain in 


the country )—but it is due from the whole population of 


the state to the United States, by whom it is regularly 
drawn ont, to be expended abroad. Sir, the amount of 
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this debt has, is every one of the new states, actually con- 
stantly exceeded the ability of the people to pay, as is 
proved by the fact that you have been compelled, from 
time to time, in your great. liberality, to extend the ere- 
dits, and in some instances even to remit portions of the 
debt, in order to protect our land debtors from bank- 
ruptcy and total ruin. Now, Mr. President, I will sub- 
mit the question to any candid man, whether under this 
system, the people of a new state, so situated, could, by 
any industry or exertion, ever become rich and prosper- 
ous. What has been the consequence, sir? Almost 
universal poverty—no money—hardly a sufficient circu- 
lating medium for the ordinary exchanges of society— 
paper banks, relief laws, and the innumerable other evils, 
social, political, and moral, on which it is unnessary for 
me to dwel]. Sir, undera system by which a drain like 
this is constantly operating upon the wealth of the whole 
community, the country may be truly said to be afflicted 
with a curse which it has been well observed is more 
grievous to be borne ‘‘than the barrenness of the soil, 
and the inclemeney ofthe seasons.” It is said, sir, that 
we learn from our own misfortunes how to feel for the 
sufferings of others; and perhaps the present condition of 
the southern states has served to impress more deeply 
on my own mind the grievious oppression of a system 
by which the wealth of a country is drained off to be ex- 
pended elsewhere. In that devoted region, sir, in which 
my lot has been cast, it is our misfortune to stand in that 
relation to the federal government, which subjects us to 
a taxation, which it requires the utmost efforts of our in- 
dustry to meet. 

Nearly the whole amount of our contributions is ex- 
pended abroad-—we stand towards the United States in 
the relation ot Ireland to England. ‘The fruits of our la- 
bor are drawn from us to enrich other and more favored 
sections of the anion, while, with one of the finest cli- 
mates and the richest products in the world, furnishing, 
with one-third of the population, two-thirds of the whole 
exports ofthe country, we exhibit the extraordinary, the 
wonderful and painful spectacle of a country, enriched by 
the bounty of God, but blasted by the cruel policy of 
man. ‘lhe rank grass grows in our streets; our very 
fields are seathed by the hand of injustice and oppres- 
sion. Such, sir, though probably in a less degree, must 
have been the effects of a kind red policy on the fortunes 
ofthe west. lt is not inthe nsture of things that it should 
have been otherwise. 

Let gentlemen now pause and consider for a moment 
what would have been the probable effects of an opposite 
policy. Suppose, sir, a certain portion of the state of 
Missouri had been originally laid off and sold to actual 
settlers f r the quit rentof ‘‘a pepper-corn,” or even for 
a small price to be paid downin cash. Then, sir, all 
the money that was made in the country, would have re- 
mained inthe country, and passing from hand to hand, 
would, like rich and abundant streams, flowing through 
the land, have adorned and fertilized the whole. Sup- 
pose, sir, thatall the sales that have been effected had 
been made by the state, and that the proceeds had gone 
into the state treasury, to be returned back to the people 
in some of the various shapes in which a beneficient loca! 
government exerts its powers for the improvement of the 
conditions of its citizens. Who ean say how much o! 
wealth and prosperity, how much of improvement in 
science and the arts, how much of individual and social! 
happiness, would have been diffused throughout the land! 
[have done, Mr. President, with this topic. 

In commg to the consideration of the next great ques- 
tion—whut ought to be the future polies of the govern- 
ment in relation to the public lands? we find the most op- 
posite and irreconcileable opinions between the two par- 
ties which I have before described. On the one side, ' 
is eontended that the public land ought to be received as 
a permunent fund tor revenue and future distribution 
among the states, while, on the other, it is insisted that 
the whule of these lands of right belong to, and ought to 
be relinquished to the states in which they lie. I shall 
proceed to throw out some ideas in relation to the pro- 
posed policy, that the public lands ought to be reserved 
for these purposes. It may be a question, Mr. Presi- 
dent, how far it is possible to convert the public lands into 
agreat source of revenue. Certain it is, that all the ef- 
forts heretofore made for this purpose have most signal!y 
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failed. The harshnéss, if not injustice of the proceeding, 
puts those upon whom it is to operate upon the alert to 
contrive methods of evading and counteracting our policy; 
an@ hundreds of schemes, in the shape of appropriations 
of lands for roads, canals, and schools, grants to actual 
settlers, &e. are resorted to for the purpose of control- 
ing our operations. But, sir, let us take it for granted 
that we shall be abie, hereafter, to resist these »pplica- 
tions, and toreserve the whole of our lands, tor fifiy or 
ahundred years, or for alltime to come, to turnish a 
great fund for permanent revenue, is it desirable that we 
should do so? Will it promote the welfare of the Unit- 
ed States to have at our disposal a permanent treasury, 
not drawn from the pockets of the people, but to be de- 
rived from a source independent of them? Would it be 
safe to confile such a treasure to the keeping of our na- 
tional rulers? to expose them to the temptations insepa- 
rable trom the direction and control ofa fund which might 
be enlarged or diminished almost at pleasure, without 
imposing burthens upon the people? Sir, 1 may be sin- 
gular, perhaps I stand alone here in the opinion, but it ts 
one | have long entertained, that one of the greatest safe- 
guards of liberty isa jealous watchfulness, on the part 
of the people, over the collection and expenditure of the 
public money—a watchfulness that can only be secured 
where the money is drawn by taxation directly from the 
pockets of the people. FE.very scheme or contrivance by 
which rulers are able to procure the command of money, 
by means unknown to, unseen or unfelt by, the people, 
destroys this security. Even the revenue system of this 
country, by whichthe whole of our pecuniary resources 
are derived from indirect taxation—from duties upon 
imports—has done much to weaken the responsibility ot 
our federal rulers to the people, and has made them, in 
some measure, careless of their rights, anc regardless of 
the high trust committed to their care. Can any man be- 
lieve sir, that, if $23,000,000 per annum were now levied 
by direct taxation, or by an apportionment of the same 
among the states, instead of being raised by an indirect, 
tax, of the severe effect of which few are aware, that the 
waste and extravagance, the unauthorised imposition of 
duties, and appropriations of money tor unconstitutional 
objects, would have been tolerated fora single year? My 
life upon it, sir, they would not. I distrust theretore sir, 


. : { . . 
the policy of creating a great permanent national treasu-| the states, according to some ratio hereafter to be settled. - 


vy, whether, to be derived from public lands or fromany 
source. Iff had, sir, the powers of a magician, and could, 
by a wave of my hand, convert this capitol mto gold for 
such a purpose, TE would not doit. Il Leould, by a mere 
act of my will, put at the disposal of the federal govern- 
ment any amount of treasure which [ might think proper 
to name, | should limit the amount to the means neces- 
sary for the legitimate purposes of the government. Sir, 
an immense national treasury would be « fund for corrup- 
tion, It would enable congress and the executive to ex- 
ercise a control over states, as well as over great inter- 
ests in the country—nay, even over corporations and in- 
dividuals, utterly destructive of the purity, and tatal to 
the duration of our institutions. It would be equally fa- 
tal to the sovereignty and independence of the states. 

Sir, 1 am one of those who believe that the very life of 
our system is the independence of the states; and that 
there is no evil more tobe deprecated than the considers 
ation of thisgovernment. It is only by a strict adher- 
ence to the limitations imposed by the constitution on 
the federal government, that this system works well, and 
can answer the greut ends for which it was mstituted. | 
am opposed, therefore, in any shape, to all unnecessary 
extension of the powers or the influence of the legisla- 
ture or executive of the union over the states, or the peo- 
ple of the states; and, most of all, Lam opposed to those 
partial distributions of favors whether by legislation or 
appropriation, which has « direct and powerful tenden- 
cy to spread corruption through the land—to create an 
abject spirit of de pendence—to sow the seeds of dissolu- 











ate and preserve in certain quarters of the union a popu- 


lation suitable tor conducting great manufacturing estab- 

lichments. It is supposed, sir, by the advocates of the 

American system. that the great obstacle to the progress 

of manufactures in this country is the want of that low and 

degraded population which infest the cities and towns of 

Europe, who having no other means of subsistence, will 

work for the lowest wages, and be satisfied with the smal- 

lest possible share of human enjoyment.—And this diffi- 

culty it is propos d to overcome, by so regulating and 

limiting the sales of the public lands as to prevent the 

drawing off this portion of the population from the manu- 

facturing states. Sir, it .s bad enough that the govern- 

ment should presume to regulate the industry of man—it 

is sufficiently monstrous that they should attempt, by ar- 

bitrary legislation, artificially to adjust and balance the 

various pursuits of society, and to ‘‘organize the whole 

labor and capital of the country. ”’ 

But what shall we say of the resort to such means for 

these purposes! What! create a manufactory of paapers 
in order to enable the rich proprietors of woollen and 
cotto. factories to amass wealth? From the bottom of 
my soul do L abhor and detest the idea that the powers of 
the federal government should ever be prostituted for 
such purpose. Sur, IL hope we shall act on a morejust 
and liberal system of polics. The people of America are, 
and ought to be, for a century to come, essentially an ag- 
ricultural people; and f£ can conceive of no policy that 
can possibly be pursued in relation to the public lands, 
none that would be more ‘tor the common benefit of all 
the states,” than to use them as the means of farnishing 
a secure asylum to that class of our fellow citizens, who, 
in any portion of the country, may find themselves unable 
to procure a comfortable subsistence by the means imme- 
diately within their reach. [ would by a just and liberal 
system, convert into great and flourishing communities 
that entire class of persons, who would otherwise be pau- 
pers in your streets, and outcasts in society, and by so 
doing, you will but fulfil the great trust which has been 
confided to your care, 

Sir, there is another scheme in relation to the public 
lands, which as it addresses itself to the interested and self- 
ish feelings of our nature, will doubtless find many advo- 
cates. I mean the distribution of the public lands among 


Sir, this system of distribution is, in all its shapes, liable 
to many and powerful objections. —I will not go into them 
at this time, because the subject has recently undergone 
a thorough discussion in the other house, and because, 
from present indications, we shall shortly have ap the 
subject here. ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil there- 
of.”” 1 come now tothe claims set up by the west to 
these lands. The first is, that they have a full and per- 
fect legal and constitutional right to all the lands within 
their respective limits. ‘This claim was set up for the 
first time only a few years ago, and has been advocated 
on this floor by the gentlemen from Alabama and Indiana 
with great zeal and ability, Without baving paid much 
attention to this point, it has appeared to me that this 
claim is untenable, 

I shall not stop to enter into the argument farther than 
to say, that by the very terms of the grants under which 
the United States have acquired these lands, the absolute 
property in the soil is vested in them, and must, it would 
seem, continue so until the lands shall be sold or other- 
wise disposed of. IL can easily conceive that it may be 
extremely inconvenient, nay highly injurious to a state, 
to have immense bodies of land within her chartered 
limits, locked up from sale and settlement, withdrawn 
trom the power of taxation and contributing in no respect 
to her wealth and prosperity. But tho’ this state of things 
may present strong claims on the federal government for 
the adoption of a liberal policy towards the new states, it 
cannot affect the question of legal or constitutional right. 
Believing that this claim, on the part of the west, will 


tion—to produce Jealousy amung the different portions of | never be recognised by the federal government, | must 


the union, aud, finally, to sap the very foundations of the 
government itself. 


But, sir, there is another purpose, to which it has been 
supposed the pre lands can be applied still more ob- 


jectionable. I mean that suggested in a report ¢rom the 


regret that it has been urged, as I think it wil! have no 
other effect than to create a prejudice against the claims 
of the new states. : 

But, sir, there has been another much more fruitfal 
source of prejudice. 1 mean the demands constantly 


treasury department, under the late administration, of| made from the west for partial appropriations of the pub- 





#0 regulating the disposition of the public lands as to erc- 











lic lands for local objects. I am astonished that geatle- 
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men from the western country have not perceived the 
tendency of such a course to rivet upon them for ever the 
stem which they consider so fatal to their interests 
e have been told, in the course of this debate, of the 
painful and degrading office which the gentlemen from 
that quarter are compelled to perform in coming here 
year after year, in the character of petitioners for these, 
petty favors. The gentleman trom Missouri tells us, ‘‘if 
they were not goaded on by their necessities, they would 
never consent to be beggars at our doors.” Suir, their 
course in this respect, let me say to those gentlemen, is 
greatly injurious to the west. While they shall continue 
to ask and gratefully to receive these petty and partial 
appropriations, they will be kept for ever ina state of de- 
pendence. Never will the tederal government, or rather 
those who control its operations, consent to emancipate 
the west by adopting a wise and just policy, looking to 
any final disposition of the public lands, while the peo- 
ple of the west can be kept in subjection and dependence 
by occasional donations of those lands; and never will 
the western states themselves assume their just and equal 
station among their sisters of the union, while they are 
constantly looking to congress for favors and gratuities. 
What, then, Mr. President, is our true policy on this 
important subject’? I do not profess to have formed any 
fixed or settled opinions, in relation to it. The time has 
not yet arrived when that question must be decided; and 
I must reserve for further lights, and more mature reflec- 
tion, the formation of a final judgment. The public debt 
must be first paid. For this, these lands have been so- 
lemnly pledged to the public creditors. This done, 
which, if there be no interference with the sinking fund, 
will be effected in three or four years, the question will 
then be fairly open, to be disposed of as congress and the 
country may think justand proper. Without attempting 
to indicate precisely what our policy ought then to be, I 
will, in the same spirit which has induced me to throw 
out the desultory thoughts which I have now presented to 
the senate, suggest for consideration, whether it will not 
be sound policy, and true wisdom, to adopt a system of 
measures looking to the final relinquishment of these 
Jands, on the part of the United States, to the states in 


which they lie, on such terms and conditions as may fully 
indemnify us for the cost of the original purchase, and 
all the trouble and expense to which we may have been 


ut on their account. Giving up the plan of using these 
Jands for ever as a fund either for revenue or distribution 
—ceasing to hug them as a great treasure-—renouncing 
the idea of administering them witha view to regulate 
and control the industry and population of the states, or 
of keeping in subjection and dependence the states, or the 
people of any portion of the union, the task will be com- 
paratively easy of striking out a plan for the final adjust- 
ment of the land question on just and equitable princi- 
ples. Perhaps, sir, the lands ought not to be entirely 
relinquished to any state until she shall have made consi- 
derable advances in population and settlement. Ohio 
has probably already reached that condition? The re- 
linquishment may be made by a sale to the state ata fix- 
ed price, which I will not say should be nominal; but cer- 
tainly I should not be disposed to fix the amount so high 
as to keep the states for any length of time in the debt of 
the United States. In short, Mr. President, our whole 
policy in relation to the public lands may perhaps be 


summed up in the declaration with which I set out, that | 


they ought not to be kept and retained for ever as a great 
treasure, but that they should be administered chiefly with 
a view to the creation, within reasonable periods, of great 
and flourishing communities, to be formed into free and 
incependent states—to be invested in due season with the 
control of all the lands within their respective limits. 





TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS~—1ST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

February 4. L. W. Tazewell, from Va. appeared 
and took his seat. 

A large number of petitions, memorials, ke. were pre- 
sented and referred, and many reports received from 
committees. 

The vice president \aid before the senate a letter, trans- 
mitting abstracts of the returns of the militia of the U. 
States, as required by the act of the 2d March, 1803, 
‘tin addition to an act, entitled an act more effectually 


| to provide for the national defence, by establishing a uni- 
form militia throughout the U. States.” 

The vice president also laid before the senate a report 
of the chief engineer, showing the result of an examina- 
tion of the route for a road from Washington to Fre- 
dericktown, by way of Newmarket, and also of the route 
by way of Rockville. 

Several private bills which originated in the senate 
a “vagpeiage to be engrossed for a third reading, as was 
the bi 

“To authorize the president of the United States to 
divide Indian agencies in certain cases.” 

{{t authorizes the president, at discretion, where the 
same person is agent to two different tribes, or bands, 
or parts of the same tribe, to divide the agency and ap- 
point an agent to each; provided the sums allowed to 
each, ‘9 not exceed the sum allowed to the origina} 
agent. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the motion 
of Mr. Foot, in relation to further surveys and sales of 
the public lands. 

Mr. Rowan rose and addressed the senate about two 
hours, and then the senate adjourned. 

February 5. A number of petitions were presented, 
among thers several on the subject of Sunday mails. 

Mr. Grundy moved to take up his resolution, sus- 
pending the subscription to Gales & Seaton’s proposed 


publication of documents, and that it be referred to the 
committee on the contingent fund, 


Mr. Chaméers moved for a special committee. 

On reference to the committee on the contingent fund 
ayes 18, noes 21. Sothe motion was rejected. 

Mr. Woodbury named the library committee, and it 
was referred to that committee, with all the documents 
relating to the subject. Ayes 20, noes 18. 

The chair presented a letter relative to a new appli- 
en of power to rail roads, which was laid on the ta- 
ble. 

The chair submitted areport from the secretary of the 
treasury, containing the annual statement of the foreign 
commerce of the United States. 

Mr. Chambers presented the petition of Gales & 
Seaton, which was referred to the committee on the li- 
brary. 

‘The resolution offered by Mr. Foot, was taken up, ani 
on motion, postponed until Monday. 

The following among other bills, principally of a pri- 
vate character, were passed toathird reading. 

To alter the time of hoiding the circuit court of the 
United States for the district of Maryland; 

To authorize surveyors, under the direction of the 
secretary of the treasury, to enroll or license ships or 
vessels employed im the fisheries or the coasting trade, 
in certain cases; 

Authorising the accounting officers of the treasury to 
;pay to the state of Pennsylvania, a debt due to that 
state. Adjourned. 

February 8 Mr. Livingston offered the following 
resolution. 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of revising the 
laws imposing penalties for military offences, and that 
they particularly inquire into the expediency of abolisi- 
ing the punishmeats of deaths for the crime of desertion 
in time of peace, aud providing some other penalty for 
the offence. {Agreed to nextday, ] 

Mr. Ellis communicated the credentialsof Robert UH. 
Adams, appointed a senator by the legislature of the 
{state of Mississippi, to supply the vacancy occasioned 
iby the death of Thomas B. Reed, which were read, 
land Mr. Adams being quaiified took his seat. 

The following written message was received from the 
president of the United States, by Mr. Donelson, his 
| private secretary. 
| To the senate of the United States: 
| I herewith communicate to the senate a letter from the 
secretary of war, with the papers which accompany it, ip 
answer tothe resolution of the senate of the 2d Feb. re- 
questing “so much ofa report received from the officer 
ofthe United States army who had command of the de- 
| tachment for the protection of the caravan of traders to 
| Santa Fe, of New Mexico, during the last summer, 4% 
{may be proper to be made public and material to be 
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known, devising further means for the security of the in- 
Jand trade between Missouri and Mexico.” 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
Feb. 5th, 1830. 
Ordered, That the message and documents be refer- 
red to the committee on military affairs, and printed. 
Mr. Smith of Md. laid on the table a letter from the } 
secretary of the treasury to the chairman of the commit- 





— a ee 


nation by treaty stipulations with the United States, and 
praying for relief. 

Mr. McKinley, moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on Indian affairs; but 

Mr. Forsyth objected to its reference before it was 
printed, and before it was ascertained that the petitioners 
werereally authorized delegates from their tribe; and, at 
his suggestion, the memorial was laid on the table, being 


tee on finance of the senate, enclosing statements, show- | also ordered to be printed. 


ing the value of woollen and cotton goods and the quan- 
tity, atter deducting the drawback from that exported, of 
wines, spirits, teas, coffee, lead, iron, and hemp, import- 
ed into the United States during the years, ending on the 
50th September, 1822, to 1829 inclusive: Also, a state- 
ment prepared under the direction of the committee, } 
showing the duties under several of the acts imposing | 
duties on imports, on the articles enumerated in the bill | 
before the senate ‘‘to modify the duties on certain im- 
ported articles, and to repeal the duties on others,” and 
those proposed by said bill to be established, as well as 
those to be repealed. These papers were ordered to be 
printed. 

Many gentlemen presented memorials, &c. which 
were disposed of. Mr. King presented the following 
resolutions of the state of Alabama. 

Ist. Requesting that a survey be made by the U. 
States’ engineers, of the route ofa canal between the ri- 
vers Amoy and Conasauga, and of the rivers Conasauga 
and Crosa, with a report and estimate of the practicabili- 
ty and cost. 

2d. Requesting that a survey be made by the same of- 
ficers of a route for a canal to unite the waters of the 
‘Tennessee and Tombeckbe rivers, so far as to ascertain 
the practicability of sacha work. 

Mr. Barton, trom the committee on public lands, to 
whom the subject was referred by a resolution of the 
senate of the 28th ultimo, made a report, accompanied 
by a bill amending and supplementary so the act to aid the 
state of Ohio, in extending the Miama canal from Dray- 
ton to lake Erie, and to grant a quantity of land to said 
state to aid in the construction of the canals authorised by 
Jaw, and for making donations of land to certain persons 
in Arkansas territory. 

The bill was read, and ordered that it pass to a second 
reading, and that the report be printed. 

A uumber of bills, received from the house, were read 
and disposed of. 

Private bills next occupied the attention of the senate, 
which having been acted on, the resolution offered by | 
Mr. Foot was again considered, and, after some debate, 
on motion of Mr. Barton, the senate adjourned. 

February 9. The vice president laid before the senate 
the annual report of the commissioners of the sinking 
fund, shewing their operations in relation to the redemp- 
tion of the public debt to the 6th inst. by which it ap- 
pears that during the year 1829, there had been applied 





The engrossed bill to authorise the president of the 
United States to divide Indian agencies in certain cases, 
was taken up, passed and sent to the house of repre- 
sentatives for concurrence. 

Numerous petitions were presented in favor of and in 
Opposition to, Sunday mails. Among the bills reported, 
was one to organize the establishment of the attorney 
general, and erect it into an executive department, 

Mr. Jredeli, trom the committee on the contingent 
fund, reported the joint resolution relative to printing and 
distributing public documents, with an amendment. 
{This resolution proposes to increase the number of co- 
pies of each document, printed by either house of cun- 
gress to 781—the number now printed is 687. } 

Mr. Forsyth, on leave, introduced a bill to amend the 
act entitled ‘‘an act to authorize the president of the 
United States, to run and mark a line, dividing the ter- 
ritory of Florida trom the state of Georgia,” approved 
the 4th of May, 1826; which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 

After other business, which will be sufficiently no- 
iced in fature details, Mr. MWVoodbury moved that the 
senate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, but the motion was negatived, ayes 2U, noes 22; and 

The senate resumed the discussion growing out of Mr. 
Foat’s resolution, rejative to the further survey and sale 
uf the public lands. 

Mr. Barton, of Missouri, rose and addressed the se- 
nate more than two hours, on some of the various topics 
which have been introduced into this debate; but had 
not concluded his remarks, when, at a quarter after 
three o’clock, he gave way for a motion to that effect, 
and the senate adjourned. 

february 10. The vice president laid before the se- 
nate a letter from the secretary of the treasury, state- 
ments shewing 

1. ‘Che amount of contracts made during the year 
1829, relative to light houses, floating lights, beacons, 
buoys, stakeages, &c. to be $82,619 

2. The amount of contracts and purchases made by 
collectors for the revenue service during the year 1823, 
to be $56,327 

3. ‘The amount paid at the treasury during the year 
1829. for the discharge of miscellaneous claims, not 
otherwise provided tor, to be $6,110 

4, Vhe expenditure of the marine hospital fund, for 
the reliei of sick and disabled seamen, for the year 1828, 


to the payment of interest on the public debt, 2,542,776 | to be $67,076 
‘Yo redemption of principal 9,841,024 (The number of men admitted to relief in 1828 is, 
- 2,692. | 
$12,383,800} 5. ‘Lhe amount of contracts made in 1829, for build- 


Leaving on the ist January, 1830, an unre- 

deemed amount of $48,565,395 

The vice president also laid before the senate, a report | 
of the director of the mint, shewing the assays made at | 
the mint during the year 1829, of foreign gold and silver 
coins. 

The following message was received from the presi- 
dent of the United States, by Mr. Donelson, his private 
accretary : 

Washington, February 8th, 1839. 

I transmit to congress a report from the director of the 

mint, exhibiting the operations of that institution, during 


the year 1829. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
[The report states, that the coinage effected at the 
mint daring the last year, amounts to $2,306,875, com- 
rising $295,717 in gold coins—$1,994,578 in silver, and 
$16,380 in copper. The number of pieces of all kinds 
is stated to be 7,674,501. } 
The vice president laid before the senate a memorial 
from a delegation of the Creek nation of Indians, com- 
plaining that certain acts of the state of Alabama, are in 


ing custom houses, medical services, to sick and disabled 
seamen, rations to the crew of revenue cutters, &e. to 
be $19,410 

Mr. Foot offered the following resolutions: 

Resoived, Vhat the committee on Indian affairs be 
instructed to inquire and report, whether any and what 
further provisions may be necessary te prevent eneroach- 
mets upon lands belonging to, or in possession of any 
Indians or Indian tribes, whether guaranteed to them by 
treaty, Orin which the Indian title has been extinguishes 
ed, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be 
instructed to inquire and report whether any and what 
further provisions may be necessary to prevent settle- 
ments on lands belonging to the United States; and, also, 
Lo prevent trespasses and waste on the public lands. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the secretary of state be directed to 
report tothe senate any information in his department, 
in relation to the free taxable inhabitants, who are not 
freeholders, returned to the senate under a resolution 
of 25th April, 1828; and whether any, and how many | 
persons, are now in possession of unsold public lands, and 








violation of the rights and immunities guaranteed to their 
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Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to the senate the amount of monies re- 
ceived since the first January, 1828, for lands sold in each 
land district; and also, the expenses of each land office. 

_The following petitions were presented and referred, 
viz: 

By Mr. Smilh, of Md.—from a number of merchants 
of Baltimore, asking that a law be passed, refunding to 
the importers of merchandise purchased or contracted 
for in foreign countries, before the tariff act of 1828 
was known in such countries, the extra duues paid by 
them on such merchandise, over that to which it would 
have been subject had the same arrived in the United 
States before the 30th June following. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, the bill providing for the 
final settlement of the claims of the states therein mentic.n- 
ed, for interest on their advances during the late war, 
was taken up in committee of the whole, amended, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. [By the 
amendment, the billis made a general one, authorising 
the payment of interest on the advances that may have 
been made by either of the states. } 

Pending the consideration of the bill, Mr. Clayton, at 
some length, advocated the settlement of the claims of 
the state of Delaware. 

Mr. Bibb, from the select committee to whom had 
been referred the bill from the house of representatives, 
“to establish an uniform rule for the computation of the 
mileage of members of congress, and for other purposes, 
reported it with an amendment. 

This amendment strikes out the two sections of the 
bill as it passed the house of representatives, which 
adopted the post office computation of distances as the 
criterion by which to determine the mileage of members, 
and making deduction tor absences, and tt substitutes the 
most usual routeas a basis for computing the mileage, 
without any substitute for the section in relation to de- 
duction for absences. | ) 

The senate then went into consideration of executive 
business, and spent about two hours with closed doors, 
and then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

% Thursday, Feb. 4. Atier the usual preparatory bu- 
siness, Mr. Drayion, trom the same committee who 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of pur- 
chasing additional land in the vicinity ot fort Washington, 
for the more complete extension and security of that 
work, made a report, accompanied by a bill to authorize 
the secretary of war to purchase an additional quantity 
ot land for the fortifications at fort Washington, on the 
river Potomac; which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Buchanan, trom the committee on the judiciary, 
to which the subject was referred on the 26th of January 
ult, on motionof Mr. Barringer, reported a bill sup- 
plementary to the act entitled ‘tan act to incorporate 
the subscribers to the bank of the United States;” 
which was twice read, and committed for Thursday, the 
18th inst. 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tions offered by Mr. Wickliffe, on the 1st inst. the ques- 
tion being on the amendment offered by Mr. Dorsey; 
which, after a brief debate was rejected. The question 
then recurring on the adoption ot the resolutions, they 
were modified by the mover, ani then agreedto. [See 
page 414:]} 

A large number of resolutions enquiring into the expe- 
diency of establishing certain post routes, and of plac- 
ing certain individuals on the pension list, &c. were ol- 
fered and disposed of. 

Mr. Davis, of South Corolina, moved the following 
resolution, which was read and laid on the table, viz: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to this house, all outstanding clams, 
which the United States have against any bank or banks, 
other than that of the United States, trom deposits or 
other causes, designating the banks so indebted, and the 
times when such claims occurred, and when they be- 
came payable; and also, whether such claims are now of 
any value. 

On motion of Mr. Denny, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on internal improve- 


_ 


thorizing the secretary of the treasury to subscribe, og 
behalf of the United States, to the stock of the Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio canal company. 

The house again resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the bill to provide for taking the 5th cen- 
sus, or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States, Mr. Buchanan in the chair. The committee of 
the whole was engaged nearly four hours in discussing 
the mode and quantum of compensstion to be allowed to 
marshals for taking the census and other details—in 
which a large number of members participated. Seve- 
ral amendments were agreed to in the course of the sit- 
ting, which the committee reported to the house; and 
the bill and amendments having been ordered to be 
printed.—On motion of Mr. Storrs, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was postponed until Monday next. 

In consequence of a melancholy bereavement, Mr. 
Gurley asked and obtained leave of absence for the re- 
mainder of the session—and then the house adjourned. 


Friday, Feb. 5. Mr. Isaacs, from the committee on 
the public lands, to which was referred onthe 15th ult. 
the letter of the secretary of the treasury transmitting a 
final report of the land comm :ssioners in Florida, report- 
ed a bill to provide for the final settlement of land claims 
in Florida: which was twice read and committed. 


Mr. WcDufie, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the tollowing bill, which was commit- 
ted to a committee of-the whole house on the state of the 
union, and directed to be printed: 

A bill to reduce the duties on coffee and tea 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress as- 
sembied, that from and atter the thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty, the duty on coffee 
shall be forty percent. on the value atthe place whence 
imported, and no more; and that, from and after the thir 
ticth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-one, the duty on tea imported from China, in vessels 





j of the United States, shall be fifty percent. ad valorem, 
.and no more, and on tea imported from any other place, 


or in any other than vessels of the United States, sixty- 
two and a half per centum ad valorem, and no more. 

See. 2. ‘And beit further enacted, That by the au- 
thority atoreseid, that tea which shall be heretofore put 
into the custom house stores, under the bond of the im- 
porter, and which shall remain under the control of the 
proper officer, of the customs, on the thirtieth June, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, shall be subject 
to nu higher duty than if the same were imported atter 
the said thirtieth day June, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-one: provided, that nothing herein contained, 
shall be construed to alter or postpone the time when 
the duty on the said tea shall be payable. 


Mr. Mc Duffie, from the same committee, reported the 
following bill: 

A bill to reduce and modify the duties upon certain im- 
ported articles, and to allow a drawback on spirits 
distilled from foreign molasses, 

Be it enacted &c. That trom and after the 30th day of 
June, 1830, the following duties shall be levied, in lieu 
of those now imposed by law, on the following articles, 
VIZ: 

On iron in barsand bolts, whether manufactured by 
hammering or rolling, ninety cents per hundred and 
twelve pounds; provided that all iron in slabs, blooms, 
an loops, and other form less finished than iron in bars 
and bolts, except pig or cast iron, shall be rated as iron 
in bars and bolts and pay duty accordingly. 

On iron in pigs, fifty cents per hundred and twelve 
pounds, 

On hemp, unmanutactured, thirty-five dollars per ton. 

On flax, unmanulactured, thirty-five dollars per ton. 

On cotton bagging, three cents and three-fourths per 

square yard. 

On un:nanufactured wool, twenty-five per cent ad valo- 

rem until the 30th June, 1831, and five per cent. less 

every year, until the duty shall be reduced to fifteen per 
cent, ad valorem; provided, that all wool, the actual val- 
ue of which, at the place whence imported, shall not ex- 
ceed ten cents per pound, shall pay a poe of fifteen per 
cent. ad valorem, and no more, from and after the 30th 








ment be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 


June next. 
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On all manufactures of wool, and of which wool shall | would not in the smallest degree serve his object. Mr. 
be a component part, except worsted stuff goods and |B. said, inreference to this subject generally, that he 
blankets, which shall pay twenty-five per centum ad val- | wished to have it discussed; not from any particular de- 
orem, a duty of thirty-three and a third per centum ad | sire to make a speech about it, but he wished it brought 


valorem. | 
On all manufactures of cotton, or of which cotton shall 
be a component part, twenty-five per cen'am «d valorem: 


cumstances of the country. 


into view inreference to the present condition and cir- 
He wished the question to 
be fairly presented whether we shail continue a rate of 


provided that all such manufactures, except nankeens im- | duty on imports beyond what the wants of the country 
ported directly from China, the originni cost of which, at | and the demands of the treasury require; whether, for 
the place whence imported, with the addition of twenty | any cause, the country is to have a settled immoveable 


per cent. if imported from the cape of Good Hope or 
beyond it, and of ten per cent. if imported from any other 
place, shall be less than thirty cents pr square yard, 
shall, with such addition, be taken and deemed to have 
cost thirty cents per square yard, and charged with duty 
accordingly. 

On salt,ten cents per bushel of fifty-six pounds. 

On brown sugar, —— «ents per pound 

On white clayed sugar, cents per pound. 

On molasses, four cents per gallon. 

On linseed, hempseed, and rapeseed, oil, fifteen per 
cent, ad valorem. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the same 
drawback shail be allowed on the exportation of spirits 
distilled in the United States from foreign molasses, as 
was allowed previous to the passage of the act entitled 
‘fan actin alteration of the several acts imposing duties 
on imports,” approved, 19th May, 1823. 

This bil] having received its first readng— 

Mr. Ramsay, ot Pennsylvania, froin adecided objec- 
tion to the introduction of the discussion of such a bill, at 
this session, objected to its being read a second time. 

According to the rules ot the house, in case of such 
objection, the question was stated ‘‘shall the bill be nx- 
yecTED?” 

And on this question the yeasand nays were ordered 
to be taken. 

Mr. Cambrelenz, of New York, rose to suggest to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, the total tuulity of 
thus attempting to destroy this bill, Ifhe were to suc- 
ceed in his object, the discussion of the subject would 
not thereby be prevented; for the propositions contained 
in the bill could be revived in various torms. It seemed 
tohim, Mr. C. said, that this proceeding was very small 
game. He did hope, he said, that the gentleman trom 
Pennsylvania would withdraw his motion, and let the 
subject take its usual course. It wasa very harsh pro- 
cedure towards any comunittee of this house to stop a bill 
of this importance and interest on its first reading. There 
were kindred questions already before committees of this 
house, and when they came up, the principles of this bill 
could readily be introduced by way of amendment, Xe. 
ifthe gentlemen were to succeed in procuring its rejec- 
tion now. 

Mr. Ramsay said he could not concur with the gen- 
tleman who considered this proceeding small game. He 
considered it large game, and such as the house ought 
now to pursue. Wasting the time of the house he con- 
sidered to be small game, an’! any course which should 
prevent the misspending of the time of the house, he 
should consider that a large game. He believed, he said, 
that there was not a member of the house whose mind 
was not made up before-hand, on the question presented 
by the bil. For his part, he wanted the tariff law, which 
the bouse had so much tronble in passing, and which the 
gentleman from New York had so stren ously opposed, 
to have a fair trial. He did not wish it broug.t up here 
until ithad been tested by fair experiment. He meant no 
disrespect to the gentleman from New York, but he 
could not consent to withdaaw his objection. 

Mr. P. P. Barbour, rose not to engage in debate on this 
subject, but to remind the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
that his formal objection to the second reading of the bill 
would only have the effect to consume the time of the 
house. Whenever the house should be in committee of 
the whole onthe state of the union,it would be perfectly 
competent for the gentleman from New York, or any 
other gentleman, to offer, in the shape of a resolution 
or resolutions, identically the same propositions as are 
contained im this bill; and in committee of the whole 
there was no means by which he could arrest the pro- 
gress of the discussion. So that, if the gentleman suc- 
ceeded in preventing the second reading ot the bill, it 











tariff of the present extent; whether, under the power 
to r:ise a revenue for defraying the expenses of the gov- 
ernment, it was intended to bring into the treasury an 
overflowmg stream of revenue not wanted for the ordina- 
ry purposes of the government, for the distribution of 
which, after it shall have been forcibly extracted from 
the pockets of the people, there isto be a never ending 
struggle on th: floor of this house? Some time during 
the session he was desirous that this subject should be 
examined with that attention which its importance de- 
served. 

Mr. Strong, of New York, desirous to defer, for the 
present, a discussion, which might occupy the whole of 
this day and to-morrow tothe exclusion of private bills 
which are the order of the day, moved to lay the bill on 
the toble. 

On this question the yeas and nays were ordered, at 
the instance of Mr. Cambreleng. 

[This moti n is not debateable. } 

Mr. Thompson, of Georgia, wishing to havea full 
house on this question, moved a call of the house; which 
was agreed to. 

The roll was therefore called, and upwards of a hun- 
dred and ninety members were found to be present. 

sy the time the callof the roll was completed, the 
hour allotted to the consideration of morning business had 
expired, and the subject goes over to another day, 

The house then took up the report of the committee 
of elections on the petition of Silas Wright, for con- 
testing the right of George Fisher, of N. York to a seat 
inthe 21st congress. [The report concludes with are- 
solution awarding the seat to the petitioner, who it ap- 
pears, was not returned as elected in consequence of the 
words ‘‘junior”? being omitted on several tickets, evi- 
deutly mtended for him—There was also some informali- 
ty im the returns from one district, from which the 
whole number of votes received in it were retarned, 
without specifying for whom. ] : 

The report having been read. 

Mr. Alston (chairman of the committee of elections) 
stated that the report was, he believed, not objected to 
by any one; and that the sitting member himself entirely 
acquiesced in its justice q 

‘The question was then taken on agreeing to the reso- 
lution with which the report coneludes, and decided in 
the affirinative, nen. con. 

So the seatof Mr. Fisher, the sitting member, was 
vacated, and Silas MWright, jun. was declared to be en- 
ttled to the seat. 

The : peaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secre ary of war, transmitting an abstract of the returns 
of the mil.iia of the United States; which letter was read 
and laid on the table. 

letter from the sezretary of the treasury, transmit- 
ting the «nnual statements of the commerce ani! naviga- 
tion of the United States for the year ending September 
30, 1829, and statements 0: the tonnage of the U, States 
for ihe year ending December 31, 1828; which letter and 
statements were laid on the table, and 6,000 copies there- 
of was ordered to ve printed for the use of the members 
of the house. 

Some time was next spent in the consideration of pri- 
vate bills, after which the house adjourned until Monday. 

Monday, Feb. 8. After the call for petitions, the 
a" prescnted the memorial of certain chjefs of the 

reek nationnow in Washington; which, after various 
motions, was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The bill reported by Mr. We Duffie, on Friday, to re- 
duce and modify the duties on certam imported articles, 
and to allow a drawback on spirits distilled from foreign 
molasses, was taken up. The question being, whether 
the bill should be laid upon the table. The ayes and 
noes having been ordered on this question, they were ta- 
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ken, and the bill was laid on the table—ayes 107, noes ; 
79——as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Arnold, Bailey, Barber, | 
Bartley, Bockee, Borst, Buchanan, Burges, Butman, | 
Cahoon, Childs, Coleman, Condict, Coulter, Craig of N. | 
Y. Crane, Crawford, Creighton, Crowninshield, Davis 
of Mass, Denny, Dickenson, Doddridge, Dwight, Earl, 
Ellsworth, Evans of Me. Evans of Pa. Everett of Mass. 
Everett of Vt. Findley, Finch, Ford, Forward, Fry, 
Gilmore, Goodenow, Green, Greenell, Halsey, Haw- 
kins, Hemphill, Hodges, Hughes, Huntington, Ibrie, 
Ingersoll, Irwin, Irvin, Johns, Johnson of Ken. Kendall, 
Kennon, Kincaid, King of N. Y. King of Penn. Lecompte, 
Leiper, Letcher, Lyon, Magee, Mallary, Marr, Martin- 
dale, Maxwell of N. Y. Maxwell of Va. M’Creery, 
Miller, Monell, Muhlenburg, Norton, Overton, Pier- 
son, Powers, Ramsey, Randolph, Reed, Richardson, 
Rose, Russell, Scott, Shields, Sill, Smith of Penn. 
Spencer of N. Y. Sprigg, Stansberry, Sterigere, Ste- 
phens, Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Swift, Tay- 
lor, Test, Thomson of Ohio, Tracy, Vance, Varnum, 
Vinton, Washington, Whittlesey, White of Lou. Yancey, 
Young—107. 

NAYS--Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Angel, Ar- 
cher, John S. Barbour, Philip P. Barbour, Barnwell, 
Barringer, Bell, Blair of S. C. Blair of Ten. Boon, Boul- 
den, Cambreleng, Campbell, Chandler, Chilton, Clai- 
borne, Clay, Coke, Craig of Va. Crockett, Crocheron, 
Daniel, Davenport, Deberry, Desha, De Witt, Dorsey, 
Drayton, Duncan, Foster, Gaither, Gordon, Gorham, 
Hall, Hammons, Harvey, Haynes, Hinds, Hubbard, 
Isacks, Johnson of Ten. Lamar, Lea, Lent, Lewis, Mar- 
tin, McCoy, McDuffie, Mercer, Mitchel!, Newton, 
Nuckolls, Pearce, Pettis, Polk, Potter, Rencher, Ripley, 
Roane, William B. Shepard, A. H. Shepherd, Smyth of 
Va. Speight, Spencer of Md. Standifer, Taliaferro, 
Thompson of Ga. Trezvant, Tucker, Verplank, Wayne, 
White of N. Y. Wickliffe, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, 
Wingate—79. 

Mr. Cambrelenz, from the committee on commerce, 
made a report on the commercial intercourse with foreign 
nations, and on the past and present state of our naviga- 
tion; which report was referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. [The National Intelli- 
gencer says the report is very voluminous, but its gen- 
eral design may, perhaps, be gathered from the follow- 
ing coneluding intimation. “In pursuance of the policy 
recommended in this report, the committee proposes to 
submit to the house during the present session, the fol- 
lowing measures: 

A bill further to regulate the salaries of our custom 
house officers; 

A bill to amend the acts regulating the collection of 
the revenue; 

A bill making an appropriation for public warehouses; 

A bill allowing a drawback equivalent to the duties 
levied on raw materials consumed in ship building; 

A bill allowing a drawback on cordage when exported; 

A bill repealing our tonnage duties; and 

A bill to extend our intercourse with foreign nations.”’] 

On motion of Mr. Mc Duffie, 6,000 copies of the re- 
port were ordered to be printed. ee Ne 

Mr. Drayton, from the committee on military affairs, 
reported a bill to prevent sutlers from selling ardent or 
spirituous liquors, and for other purposes; which was re- 
ferred, &e. 

The committees having made their reports, Mr. J’ver- 
ett, of Mass. submitted the following resolution, which 
was agreed to: 

Kesolved, That the committee on the library be in- 
structed to report a plan for a general statistical return of 
the United States of America, 

Mr. Everett, of Vt. submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on internal improve- 
ment be directed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation for the surveys of a route for a canal 
or rail road, or for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Connecticut river, from tide water on the sound, to 
the Canada line. 

The speaker submitted a report from the secretary of 
the treasury, on the number of salt works in the United 
States, which was laid on the table and ordered to be 

printed. 
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The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury, accompanied by the annual re- 
port on the state of the mint, which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house a report from the 
commissioners of the sinking fund, which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

A number of private bills having been passed, 

The bill providing for taking the fifth census was then 
taken up. The question being on concurring with the 
amendments adopted by the committee of the whole, 
which were severally concurred in, and the bill was or- 
dered to be read a third time on Wednesday. 

Some minor business was next transacted, when, on 
motion of Mr. Condict, the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 9. Mr. Newton, from the committee 
on commerce, to which was referred the amendment of 
the senate to the bill, entitled ‘‘an act to authorise sur- 
veyors, under the direction of the secretary of the trea- 
sury, to enroll and license ships or vessels to be employ- 
ed in the coasting trade and fisheries,’”? reported the 
agreement of the committee to the said amendment; and 
it was concurred in by the house. 

Mr. Dorsey, from the committee on naval affairs, to 
which was referred so much of the president’s message 
as relates to the navy, made a report on that part thereof 
which relates to the privateer pension fund, accompanied 
by a bill relating to the said fund; which was twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Dorsey, from the same committee, to which the 
subject was referred on the 25th of January ult. reported 
a bill for the relief of the widows and orphans of the offi- 
cers, seamen, and mariners of the sloop of war Hornet: 
which was twice read, and committed to a committee ot 
the whole house, on Wednesday, the 17th instant. 


Mr. Ingersoll, from the committee of ways and means, 
to which have been referred sundry memorials on the 
subject, reported the following bill imposing regulations 
on sales at auction, for the further protection ot the reve- 
nue; which was twice read and committed. 

A bill imposing regulations on sales at auction, for the 
further protection of the revenue. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
Uhat, from and after the thirty-first day of May next, 
no sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise, the growth 
produce or manufacture of any foreign place Or country, 
shall be made at public auction within any city or town 
within the United States, which, by the laws thereof, has 
been or may be erected into a port of entry, or within 
twenty miles of such city or town, unless the auctioneer, 
or person so selling said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall, at the time of said sale, exhibit the original invoice 
on which the duties have been levied at the custom house 
of the port into which they were imported or a_ certified 
copy of the entry of said invoice, under the hand of the 
collector of said port, or his deputy. 


Sec. 2. And be further enacted, That from and after 
the thirty-first day of May next, inall sales at public 
auction of any goods, wares or merchandise, of the growth 
produce, or manufacture ofany foreign place or country, 
in any city or town, which is, or may be, by the laws o! 
the United States, a port of entry, or within twenty 
miles thereof, the auctioneer, or person so selling the 
same, shall publish, or cause to be published, in one 
or more of the newspapers printed in said city or town, 
forty-eight hours immediately before said sale, schedules 
of said goods, wares, or merchandise, containing the 
name or names of the importer and consignee with 4 
description of said goods, wares, or merchandise, with 
the original marks and numbers of the packages, casks, 
or chests in which they were imported, and of the pieces 
not sold in packages and the name or names of the ves- 
sel or vessels in which the same were imported, togethe’ 








with the time of importatation, and shall also exhibit 4 
number of such schedules, at the time and place of sale 
| provided, That it no newspaper be printed in such city, 
town, or place, said schedules, either written or printed, 
| Shall be posted up for the same number of hours before 


|the sale, in three public places within said city, town, 0 
| place, and in like manner be exhibited at the time ane 


‘place of sale. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That any auction- 
eer, or other person, who shall, after said thirty first day 
ot May, sell, or attempt to sell, at public auction, any 

ds, wares, or merchandise, so imported as aforesaid, 
without having exhibited the invoice, or a copy thereof, 
mentioned in the first section of this act, or without hav- 
ing published the schedule or schedules, according to 
the requisitions of the second section of this act, shall for- 
feit and pay for each and every offence, one third of the 
value of the goods so sold as aforesaid. 


Sec. 4. And beit further enucted, That any auction- 
eer, or other person, who shall sell, after said thirty first 
day of May, any goods, wares, or merchandise; the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of any foreign place or 
country, at public auction, knowing that the same goods, 
wares, or merchandise, had been smuggled into any port 
or place within the United States, or any territory there- 
of, or knowing that the same had been introduced into 
the United States, or any territory thereof, in evasion of 
the revenue laws, or that the full amount of the duties by 
law chargeable thereon had not been paid, or secured to 
be paid, shall forfeit and pay, for each and every offence, 


the full value of the goods, wares, or merchandise, so 
sold as aforesaid. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the collectors of the customs, in their . espective 
districts, to prosecute for the recovery of any the pen- 
altiesor forfeitures which may accrue under cis act.— 
And all penalties and forfeitures which may so accrue; 
or be incurred, shall and may be sued for and recovered 
in the district court of the United States for the district 





in which the said penalty or forfeiture may accrue or be 
incurred, in the name of the United States, or of the col- | 
lector of said district, by bill, suit, or information; one 
raoiety thereof to the use of the United States, and the | 


other to the use of the informer, or person who sues for 
the same. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the provi- 
sions of this act shall not be deemed or construed to ex- 
tend to any sale made at auction of any property be- 
longing to the estate of any citizen of the United States, 
who has deceased, nor to any sheriff’s or other sale un- 
der process of law, nor to any sales where the same 
goods, wares, and merchandise had been theretofore 
sold, bona fide, at auction, under the forms and requisi- 
tions of this act; nor shall the provisions of this act be 
deemed or construed to extend to the sale of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, from whatever place imported, 
unless the same were, at the time of the said importa- 
tien, chargeable with duties under the laws of the Unit- 
ed States; nor shall the provisions of the first section of 
this act be deemed or construed to extend to the selling 
offatauction of the stock or goods of any retail mer- 
chant or trader. 

The committee on foreign affairs, to which was refer- 
red the message of the president of the United States, 
communicating the offer of his acceptance of a medal by 
the president liberator of Colombia, and the result of 
certain negotiations with the government otf that coun- 
try, have had the case under consideration, and report: 

The presentation of the medal in question under the 
circumstances stated, affords a gratifying evidence of the 
friendly sentiments of the head ofa sister republic. As 
it belongs, however, to the province of the executive de- 
partment of the government to testify the acknowledge- 
ments which may be considered due on occasions of the 
manifestation of sentiments of this character, the com- 
mittee have no recommendation to offer on the subject. 
‘The public functionaries of the United States being pro- 
hibited by the constitution from the acceptance, without 
the consent of congress, of any present from a foreign 
State, the committee have proceeded to inquire into the 
mode of disposal of such presents, as may heretofore have 
fallen under the operation of this provision. This they 
find to have been to deposit them in the department of 
state. They recommend this disposal in the present in- 
Stance. 

As regards the portion of the message referring to ne- 
gotiations with the government of Colombia, calling for no 
action on the part of congress, the committee forbear any 


Suggestion in relation to it. They submit the following 
resolutions: 


























Resolved, That the medal recently offered to the ac- 
ceptance of the president of the United States by the 
president liberator of Colombia, be deposited by the 
clerk of the house in the department of state. 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
consideration of the residue of the message referred to 
them relating to certain negotiations with the government 
of Colombia. 

The report was adopted by the house. 


The resolution moved by Mr. Storrs, of New York, 
yesterday, and laid on the table, was read, considered, 
and agreed to by the house; being modified by the con- 
sentof the mover, to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this house (if not in his 
opinion incompatible with the public interest) copies of 
any correspondence which may have taken place between 
the fifth auditor of the treasury department and Wm. B. 
Laurence, since the month of July last, relative to an 
outfit, salary, and one quarter’s salary on his return, as 
charge des affairs at London, to said Wm. B. Laurence; 
and also, relative to clerk hire in his accounts; together 
with copies of the enclosures contained in sueh corres- 
pondence; and also, to inform this house at what time 
the said Wm. B. Laurence was appointed charge des af- 
fairs at London by the president of the United States; 
and a copy of any communication from the state depart- 
ment to the said Wm. B. Laurence, informing him there- 
of; and a copy of any authority which may have been 
transmitted from the department of state to Messrs. Ba- 
ring & Co. at London, to pay or credit the said Laurence 
any sum of money, and what on account of outfit or sal- 
ary, and such charge des affaires; and that he also be re- 
quested to inform this house (if not, in his opinion, in- 
compatible with the public interest) what instructions, if 
any, were given to said Wm. 8B. Laurence, as charge 
des affaires; and also, what correspondence, if any, took 
place between him and the department of state; and what 
duties, ifany, he performed as charge des affaires, dur- 
ing the absence of the minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States. 


Mr. Chilton moved the following resolutions, which 
were read and laid on the table, viz: 

1. Resolved, That all legislation should be directed to 
the promotion of the general good; and that the public 
funds, which are the common property of the American 
people, should, upon some just and equal principle, be 
distributed for the general use and benefit of all, but that 
no system in peace or war, should be adopted, calculat- 
ed to draw from the people, a sum of money beyond the 
absolute demands of the government. 


2. Resolved, That in time of peace it is inexpedient 
to make appropriations of money for the purpose of pro- 
moting the prosperity of one section of the union, with- 
out due regard to the corresponding interests of the 
others; and therefore, that no appropriation should be 
made from the treasury to accomplish an object, the bene- 
fits of which must of necessity be local and not general. 

5. Resolved, That to avoid the necessity which may 
exist fora resort to a system of direct taxation for the 
payment of the public debt, and to keep the government 
in healthful operation, it is inexpedient to make any fur- 
ther appropriations in money for ‘‘internal improve- 
ments,’’ until such debt be paid; and that then the sur- 
plus revenue, if any remain upon the foregoing princi- 
ples, should be divided among the several states upon 
some equal and equitable plan, to be applied by said 
states as their several interests may require. 

Resolved, That it is more equitable and expedient to 
reduce the duties on those articles which enter, of ne- 
cessity, into the consumption of each family of the com- 
munity, rich and poor, than to possess a redundant trea- 
sury, the benefits of which are, often unequally divided, 
though replenished by a common contribution. 

On motion of Mr. Wickliffe, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the library be in- 
structed to imquire into the expediency of separating 
the books of law and equity, in the library of congress, 
from the other books in said library, and placing them 
under the superintendence of the judges of the supreme 
court, reserving to the members of congress, and others 
now entitled to the use of the library of congress, access 
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to the same, as freely as they now have; or of providing 
a separate library for the supreme court of the United 
States. 

A message was received from the president of the U. 
States, transmitting to congress a report from the direc- 
tors of the mint; which was read and laid on the table. 

. The speaker \aid_ before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury, transmitting the annual abstrict 
of public accounts made by the officers of the treasury 
department during the year 1829; a statement of pay- 
ments made according to law at the treasury department, 
during the year 1829, for the discharge of miscellaneous 
claims, not otherwise provided for; a statement of con- 
tracts and purchases made by collectors for the revenue 
service during the year 1828, and a statement of the ex- 
penditure of the marine hospital fund for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen during the year 1828. Laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Bates the house then resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, Mr. Sutherland in the chair, and on motion of 
Mr. McDuffie, took up the bill making appropriations 
for the support of the government for 1830. 

Mr. McDuffie moved the committee to take up the 
bill making appropriations for the support of the govern- 
ment for 183), which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Mc Duffie moved to appropriate $135,000 for the 
contingent expenses of both houses. Mr. Wickliffe ol- 
fered an amendment, specifying the expenses to which 
the money should be appropriated; which amendment 
he supported by a few remarks, Mr. Coulter was op- 


posed to the amendment—but he was willing to limit the | 
Mr. Polk supported the | 


«xpenditures in some manner. 
amendment. 


Mr. Mc Duffie said he had no objection to the amend- | 


ment, provided it covered all the expenses properly fol- 
lowing under that head. He suggested that it would be 
better to appropriate $130,000, for the specified contin- 
gencies, and $5,000 tor other contingencies. Mr. Eve- 
reit agreed that there oug!i to be some check. But he 
did not think they should say, as they did in effect by 
this amendment, that ne contingency should happen. 
Mr. Jngersoil said, if the bili passed, they placed at the 
disposal of each department, of foreign missions, &c. 
&c. a larger suin for contingencies. He wished to see 
how it would operate if this amendment should be made 
uniform. If they could specify all the contingencies of 
one department, they could do the same for others. If 


the house could not be trusted with their own contingent | 


fund, how could any department be trusted? 

Mr. Barrenger did not advocate the abuses, but he ob- 
jected to the remedy. Messrs. Ellsworth, Huntington, 
Coulter, Wilde, and Taylor, opposed the amendment. 
Messrs. Daniel, Wickliffe, and Polk, supported it. 

Mr. Polk then offered an umendment to meet the 
views of Mr. Barrenger, which was adopted; and Mr. 
Wickliffe’s amendment, asamended, was adopted—ayes 
65, noes 61. 

Mr. Semmes then moved an amendment, that it should 
not interfere with any previous contract—which was re- 
jected, ayes 49, noes 53. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, that $5,000 be appropriat- 
ed to the expenses of the library, it was agreed to—ayes 
56, noes 49. On motion of Mr. Haynes the committee 
rose and reported progress, and the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 10. Mr. Powers, from the com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, reported a_ bill for 
paving ‘*the Pennsylvania Avenue,” from the president’s 
house to the capitol, which was twice read and committ- 
ed. 

Mr. Spencer, from the committee on agriculture, re- 
ported the tollowing resolution, which was read and 
agreed to, viz: 

Resotved, That the committee on agriculture be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of adopting mea- 
sures to extend the cultivation of the white mulberry tree 
in the United States, to promote the culture of silk by 
introducing the necessary machinery for reelmg the same 
trom cocoons, and for acquiring and disseminating prac- 
tical knowledge therem, 

Mr. Burges moyed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the clerk of the house of representa- 
tives be directed to cause a digested index to be prepaced 








to the executive papers, reports of committees, deci 
sions of the two houses on points of order, and other 
documents, from the origin of the government; and 
“Iso, a general -index to the journals of the two houses. 
from the first to the present session of congress. 

This resolution was read, «nd on motion of Mr. B 
laid on the table until the 20th day of the present month 
of February. 

On motion of Mr. Pearce, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency ot making an ap- 
propriation to defray the expense of a survey of the 
creek leading from the ocean into the large pond, on 
the west end of the island of Block island, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the expense of so far extending the 
width and deepening said creek, as to admit vessels to 
pass through the same to said pon, and thereby furnish 
a safe and commodious harbor to the navigation of the 
country. 

On motion of Mr. Verplanck, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire and report on the expediency of pro- 
viding by law, that in those states in whieh judgments iz 
the courts of the United States are a lien upon lands, the 
same limitation of the force aud duration of such lien 


Shall apply to them, as may be provided by the laws of 


such states, in relation to the judgments in their own 
courts; and, also, of so regulating the fees of the clerks 
of the circuit and district courts of the United States, as 
to make them conform to the legal fees for similar ser 
vices in the supreme courts of the respective states, 


On motion of Mr. Spencer, of New York, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of elections be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, 
for the taking of testimony in cases of contested elections 


_ of representatives to congress in this house; and regulat- 
ing the manner of taking such testimony, 


On motion of Mr. Condict, it was 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on retrenchment be in- 
structed to inquire and report how far the expenses 
incurred for printing done for the house of representa- 
tives may be diminished, without detriment to the pub- 
lic service. 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of war, transmitting a report as to the num- 
ber of military and invalid pensioners, who have failed 
to call for their pensions during the past year, and what 
amount of money is now due to pensioners standing to 
their credit on the bocks of the department; which letter 
and report were read and laid on the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled ‘an act to provide for tak- 
ing the 5th census or enumeration of the inhabitants o! 
the United Stat-s,” was read the tiird time, passed, and 
sent to the senate tor concurrence, 


The house resolved itself into a ninittee of the 
whole on the state of the union, an’ took up the bills 
meking appropriations tor the support o| government, in 
which some progress was made, severa! having been 
ordered to be engrossed, when their further considera- 
tion was postponed until to-morrow, and then the house 
adjourned. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate, a resolution, submitted by Mr. Foo, 
was adopted, instructing the committee on Indian al- 
tairs to inquire and report whether any and what further 
provision may be necessary to prevent encroachments 
upon lands belonging to, or in possession of, any Indians 
or Indian tribes, whether guarantied to them by treaty, 
or in which the Indian title may not have been extinquish- 
ed. The senate resumed the consideration of Mr, Froot's 
resolution in relation to future sales of the pulilic lands, 
when Mr. Burton concluded bisremarks, and the senate 
adjourned on the motion of Mr, Holmes, 

In the house of representatives several bills hereto- 
fore matured passed. Pending the passage ot the gen- 
eral appropriation bill to its third reading, a little de- 
lwte arose upon some comparison drawn by Mr. Ver- 
planck, bciween the expenses for foreign mtercourse 
during the two first years of Mr. Adams’ term, and the 
probable expense during the same period of the present 
¢ iministration. 
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